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The Origin and Object of the So. 
ciety for the Diffusion of Know- 


ledge upon the Puntshment of 


Death. 

Ix the spring of the year 1801, 
about a fortnight after the assizes, 
an application was ma¢e to the 
author of these few lines by a gen- 
tleman of respectability, who had 
just arrived from the country 
upon business which he stated to 
be of great importance. ‘* There 
are,” he said, ** two men left 
for execution at Huntingdon for 
sheep-stealing ; they are to be ex. 
ecuted early to-morrow morning : 
some circumstances have lately 
transpired, with which, if the 
judge is acquainted, I am sure 
they will be pardoned; may I 
beseech you to wait upon the 
judge.” After having heard and 
deliberated upon his statement, 
I was satisfied that every exertion 
ought to be made on their behalf. 
I immediately went to the judge’s 
house. He had not yet returned 
from Norwich, which is the last 
town upon the circuit, but he was 
expected in the course of the day. 
I went to the Secretary of State’s 

ce; I was there informed that 
the Secretary of State could hot 
interfere unless a favourable re- 
port were made by the judge. 
It was now three o’clock and the 


*xecution was to take place early 
VOL. Vi. 





the next morning, at the distance 
of sixty miles from London, 
At eight o’clock the Judge had 
not arrived. To mect him upon 
the road appeared to be hopeless, 
At nine almost in despair I called 
again ; the Judge, without having 
stopped at his own house, had 
gone to a relation in the city ; he 
immediately granted me an audie 
ence, and, having most kindly 
and most patiently heard me, he 
answered nearly as follows, “ There 
is much weight in what you say: 
but I do not sufficiently recollect 
the circumstances of the trial to 
enable me to make any report and 
my papers are not yet unpacked: 
they are at my house; I would 
go and search for them were it not 
now too late effectually fo examime 
them this night. | Something, 
however, ought to be done ; but 
Iam fearful of exciting expecta. 
tion which may not be realized,” 
I was well known to the Judge. 
s¢ If your lordship will intercede 
for a respite for one week, and 
can confide in me, I will deliver it 
at Huntingdon, and will take care 
that no improper expectation shall 
be excited.” Upon this assurance 
the order was signed. Instead of 
applying at the Secretary of State’s 
office, I went instantly to the 
Secretary of State who was in the 
House of Lords; I wrote a note 
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to the Duke of Portland; Lord 
Clare was speaking with great 
Animation in a very full house; I 
foresaw that my note would be 
disregarded ; the Duke instantly 
rose trom his seat and came to 
me, anxiously waiting at the door 
in the antichamber ; he heard my 
representation: he read the Judge's 
letter; —** ‘The poor men = are 
much indebted to you,” he said, 
**and happy am I to be able to as. 
sist such kindness. I willsign the 
order, take it to the office and 
‘ou will reccive the mandate.”’ 
The Horse Guards’ clock struck 
cleven as [entered Whitehall: be- 
fore twelve o’clock J, with the 
respite in my pocket, was in a 
post-chaise on my road; between 
five and six in the morning, just 
at the dawn of day, I was within 
fourteen miles of Huntingdon. 
The sun rose in all its splendour ; 
and it was not, I thought, the 
last time that it would rise upon 
these poor men. The clock had not 
struck eight wben I heard the 
wheels of the carriage safely pass. 
ing over the streets of Huntingdon. 
Upon my arrival at the goal I did 
not inform the gaoler of the object 
of my journey, “ a repricve’’ 
might have echoed through the 
prison and IT should have violated 
the trust which the Judge had 
yeposed inme. | requested, that 
in the presence of the gaoler and 
in a private room, I might see 
John Taylor and John Burton the 
two prisoners who were ordered 
for execution. They were im- 
mediately called: I heard them, 
loaded with irons, coming towards 
me; I saw, when they entered the 
room, that they mistvok me for the 
Sheriff. ** It will be better,” I 
said, ‘* that you should have 
another week to make your peace 


with the Almighty.’’ One of the 
men instantly fell as if dead; | 
involuntarily ran upto him. He 
clung round me, and looking up, 
which I shall never forget, he 
cried, “* Oh! God, a weck isa long 
time to live.’”—This man I after 
wards learnt had eight children, 

Soon after 1 had quitted the 
prison, and had reaxched my inn, 
I saw the people flocking in all 
directions. A friend of mine soon 
called and suggested that it might 
be advisable for me not to be seen 
in the town, as the mob, many of 
whom had come from distant parts 
of the county, were not pleased 
at their disappointment, 

The pity which I felt for these 
poor men and the horror at the 
supposed or real disappointment 
of the crowd, have made an im. 
pression upon me which no time 
can efflace. I for some years al. 
tended the courts of criminal law; 
I examined all the authors upon 
this subject; I made it my busi 
ness to look into the prisons—I 
beheld scenes of calamity and 
complication of distress, which I 
Was sure ought not to exist. 

Mr. Burke has said that noth. 
ing tends so much to the corrup- 
tion of science as to suffer it to 
stagnate ; these waters must be 
troubled before they can exert 
their virtues. 1 proposed to amost 
respectable bookseller to publish 
the opinions of different authors 
upon the punishment of death ; he 
declined because there was no 
sufficient interest upon the subject 
to insure any probability of a sale. 

The expenses of publication and 
the difficulty of collecting facts 
were, I saw, so great and I was 
then so poor, that, although | 
pleased myself with the hope yA 
my life might be prolonged unl 
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} had an opportunity to assist in 
alleviating this misery, I began to 
be reconciled to the fear that a 
century might pass away before 
it would be diminished. In this 
state of mind, I happened to call 
at the house of a friend who is a 
member of that benevolent and 
orderly class of society called 
Quakers; we were conversing 
upon sanguinary punishments: he 
had just received a box from 
Philadelphia: pon opening it 
there happened to be, amongst 
the different articles, a tract on 
the punishment of death and 
prison discipline: the title page 
announced, ** Read at the Phila. 
delphia Society for alleviating 
the Miseries of Public Prisons,”’ 
“ And is it not possible,’’ I said, 
“‘ that we could form a society of 
this nature :”?—These evils exist 
only because they are not known, 
It cannot be expected that the 
generality of mankind should enter 
into these sorrows ; and, so great 
are the miseries, so lamentable 
are the depravities of prisons, that 
few, even of the benevolent have 
charity or humanity enough to 
visit them, or, visiting them, to 
do more than pass on with a kind 
and transient pity*.—The diffi. 
culty and expense of collecting 
facts are too great for an individual 
toencounter. They will not be 
felt by a society. We may sup- 
ply our own frailties by a conjunc. 
tion of labours :—we may prevent 
error by soundness of direction :— 
i retirement we may assist the 


- 





* See Howard on prisons, 36. 

If half the misery which js felt by 
some, were seen by others, it would 
shock them with horror, 

I'he prosperous turn away their eyes 
from the miserable, not through insen- 
ubility, but because the sight is an ipter- 
Tuption of their gaiety. 


benevolent labours of virtuous 
and able men engaged in active 
life, and we may excite inquiry 
upon this subject, so deeply in. 
teresting to every man who des 
sires not the death of a sinner, but 
rather that he should turn from 
his wickedness and live. —Remem. 
ber what by perseverance has been 
done on the Slave Trede. 

Many days had not clapsed 
before my friend, accompanied by 
a few of his society, called to de- 
liberate upon the expediency of 
forming in England an institution 
similar to that which was estab. 
lished in America, for alleviating 
the miseries of prisoners. 

In the formation of a society of 
this nature there appear to be 
three subjects deserving of cons 
sideration :—Ist, Whether it is 
desirable that such a_ society 
should be formed from the pros. 
pect of its being likely to produce 
any remote or immediate practical 
good effects. —2dly, Whether it is 
attainable. —3dly, Supposing it to 
be desirable and attainable, with 
what evils it is unavoidably at. 
tended. 

‘The question with respect to 
the prospect of practical good, 
seemed to be already decided 
by the success which blessed the 
exertions of the American socicty, 
and by the anxiety felt by the be. 
nevolent Howard, that a similar 
socicty should be formed in his 
own country. In bis work on 
Lazarettos, he says, ** Should the 
plan take place during my life, of 
establishing a permanent charity 
under some such title as that of 
Philadelphia, viz, 4 Society for 
alleviating the Miseries of Publie 
Prisons,and annuities be engrafted 
thereupon for the abovementioned 


purpose, I would most readily 
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stand at the bottom of a page for 
500/. or if suck society shall be 
constituted within three years after 
my death, this sum shall be paid 
out of my estate.” 

In a pamphlet published by 
William Bradford, one of the 
judges of the supreme court of 
Pennsylvania, there is a concise 
explanation of the origin, plan, 
and progress of the Pennsylvania 
society. He says, ** The dis. 
tresses of the prisoners, and the 
disorders in the prisons of Phila- 
delphia had long engaged the sym. 
pathetic attention of the inhabi. 
tants. —Occasional relief was often 
afforded; but the magnitude of 
the sufferings and disorders at 
length induced the attempt of 
forming a society, under the title 
of the Philadelphia Society for Al. 
leviating the Miserics of Public 
Prisons. It soon became large and 
respectable, and from subscripe 
tions and donations, early pos- 
sessed tunds equal to its object.” 

The constitution is short, and 
may prove uselul: I have annexed 
it to this communication. 

They appointed a committee of 
six members to visit the prisons; 
furnish bread when necessary; 
clothe the naked ; accommodate 
differences ; discharge those con. 
fined for small debts; and gene- 
rally to mitigate the sufferings in. 
separable from such places of con. 
finement. At the time they 
visited, the disorders out of prison 
equally attracted their attention, 
and excited @ more particular in- 
quiry into the causes of these 
complicated evils, They were 
well assured that the funds of the 
society would be distnbuted to 
lithe effect, unless some means 
were used to discover the cause and 
to remedy the evil. <A frm con- 


viction was soon produced, that 
the severity of the laws, with the 
disgraceful mode of carrying them 
into effect, joined to a want of 
government in the prison; the 
admission of all kinds of charac. 
ters to a free communication with 
the prisoners, the unlimited use of 
spirituous liquors, the indiscrim. 
inate mixture of all descriptions 
of prisoners, without regard to 
character, sex, or condition, and 
idleness inthe house, were amongst 
the principal causes of the evils 
complained of: to remedy which, 
the society, in conjuction with 
the corporation, made an applicae 
tion to the legislature for an alter. 
ation in the penal system; to 
place the prison under the inspec. 
tion of some of the citizens; to 
erect solitary cells; and to form 
a plan for its government. This 
was complied with, and inspectors 
were directed to be chosen; who 
were impowered, with the appro- 
bation of the mayor, two alder. 
men, and two judges of the su- 
preme court, or two of the judges 
of the common pleas of Philadel- 
phia county, to make rules and 
regulations for the government of 
all convicts confined in the said 
prison, &c. The first care of the 
inspectors was to remove the debt. 
ors into another house, entirely 
distinct from the convicts’ prison ; 
to put a stop to all improper out- 
door communications ; to separate 
the sexes ; to suppress the use of 
spirituous liquors of all kinds; to 
introduce a system of labour, sult. 
ed to their situation, trades, and 
strength, to frame a plan of gov- 
ernment for the house, and direc- 
tions for the officers, which ™ 
hereto annexed ; and generally to 
introduce order, decency, economy 
and industry. 





The business before them was 
jaborious, but the necessity and 
importance of the work, encou- 
taged them to exertions, which 
for a time, were arduous, and 
attended with many unpleasant 
circumstances ; but a steady per- 
severance overcame many long- 
established injurious customs, and 
produced the present agreeable 
change, an account of which I 
shall now, as briefly as possible, 
proceed to state. 

Judge Bradford then proceeds 
to state the alterations which, by 
the exertions of this society, were 
produced.—'The prisons instead of 
being dens of vice are converted 
into congregations of our fellow- 
creatures desiring to turn away 
from the wickedness, which they 
have committed: instead of riot 
and profaneness there is order and 
regularity : instead of drunkenness 
and sensuality, there are the sacri- 
fices of a broken spirit, of broken 
and contrite hearts. 

In going through the prison,” 
says Turnbull, in his visit to the 
Philadelphia prison, ‘* you are 
hot disgusted with those scenes of 
filth and misery, which gener- 
ally distinguish jails from other 
Places. On the contrary industry, 
cheerfulness, and cleanliness, meet 
the eye in every direction. By 
the laws of the prison, the house 
Must he swept every day by some 
one of the convicts. The duty 
is taken in rotation. 
of the individual comfort naturally 
arising from a strict attention to 
Cleanliness, and its powerful con. 
duciveness to health, it is more 
tbsolutely necessary among crim- 
inals, than with other persons. In 
& prison government, which con- 
templates the amendment of its 
subjects, it cannot, with pro. 
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priety be neglected. The convicts 
are called to their meals by the 
ringing of a bell. We saw the 
men sit down to supper, and I do 
not recollect a scene more inter- 
esting. At one view we beheld 
about ninety fellow-cicatures, 
formerly lost, as it were, to their 
country and the world, now col. 
lected into one body, and observ. 
ing that air of composure and de- 
cency to each other, consequent 
only from a long and continued 
practice of moral habits. We 
witnessed no laughing, nor even 
an indecent gesture ; but a perfect 
and respectful silence reigned 
along the benches, ‘They remained 
seated, until all were ready to 
rise, of which notice was given 
by the attending keeper. ‘They 
then immediately repaired to their 
respective employments.” 

Most of the members of this 
society lived to see their exertions 
blessed by the abolition of capi. 
tal punishment in Pennsylvania 
for all crimes except murder, 
and by the establishment of a 
system of prison-discipline which 
has reclaimed, and is reclaim- 
ing, thousands of our mis. 
guided fellowecreatures. They 
lived to see the following Act, 


for the better preventing of crimes, 


and for abolishing the punishment 
of death in certain cases, pass the 
legislature. 

“© Whereas the design of. all 
punishment is to prevent the com. 
mission of crimes, and to repair 
the injury that hath been done 
thereby to society, or the individual, 
and it hath been found by experi. 
ence that these objects are better 
obtained by moderate, but certain 
penalties, than by severe and ex. 
cessive punishments : And whereas 
it is the duty of every government 
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to endeavour to reform, rather 
than exterminate offenders, and 
the punishment of death ought 
never to be inflicted where it is 
not absolutely necessary to the 
public safety: Therefore, be zt 
enacted by the Senate and House 
of Representatives, of the Com. 
monwealth in Pennsylvania, in 
general assembly met, and it is 
hereby enacted by the authority 
of the same, ‘That no crime 
whatever bereatter committed, ex. 
cept murder of the first degree, 
shall be punished with death in the 
state of Pennsylvania.” 

With this example before us ; 
and alter a mature deliberation 
upon such reasons as suggested 
themselves in favour and in op. 
position to the proposal, a society 
was formed, ** For the diffusion 
of knowledge respecting the pun- 
ishment of death and the improve. 
ment of prison disctpline.” The 
spirit in which this society meets 
may be explained by a short ex. 
tract frofm Mr. Clarkson’s Por. 
traiture of Quakezism. “ It is 
much to be lamented that nations 
protessing Christianity, should 
have lost sight, in their various 
ucts of legislation, of Christian 
principles. But if this negligence 
or omission would appear worthy 
of regret, if reported of any Chris. 
tian nation, it would appear most 
so if reported of our own, where 
one would suppose that the advan. 
tages of civil and religious liberty, 
and those of a reformed religion, 
would have had their influence in 
the correction of our judgments, 
and in the benevolent dispositions 
ofour will, And yet nothing is 
more true than that these good ie 
fluences have either never been 
produced, or, if preduced, that they 
have never been attended to upon 


this subject. ‘There seems to be 
no provision for religious instruc. 
tion in Our numerous prisons. We 
seem to make no patient trials of 
those who are confined in then, 
for their reformation ; but, on the 
other hand, we seem to hurry them 
off the stage of life, by means ot 
a code which annexes death to two 
hundred different offences. And 
itseems remarkable, that this sys. 
tem should be persevered in, when 
we consider that death, as far as 
the experiment bas been made in 
our own country, has little or no 
effect as a punishment ter crimes. 
And, when we consider that in 
consequence of the experiments 
made in other countries, it seems 
tu be approaching fast to an axiom, 
that crimes are less frequent in 
proportion as mercy takes theplace 
of severity, or as there are judici- 
ous substitutes for the punishment 
of death. 

‘© As Chirsitians, it seems that 
we should be influenced by Chris- 
tian ptinciples. Now, nothing 
can be more true, than that Chris- 
tianity commands us to be tender. 
hearted one to another, to havea 
tender forbearance one with and. 
ther, and to regard one another 
as brethren. We are taught also 
that men, independently of their 
accountableness to their own g0- 
vernments, are accountable for 
their actions in a future state, and 
that punishments are unquestiona. 
bly to follow. But where are our 
forbearance and our love; where 
is our regard for the temporal 
and eternal interests of man; 
where isour respect tor the princi. 
ples of the gospel, if we make 
the reformation of a criminal 4 
less object than bis punishment; 
or if we consign him to death 18 
the midst of his sins, without 








having tried all the means in our 
ower for his recovery ?” 

The society has now existed for 
three years: they are forming a 
library of all works upon these 
important subjects:—they have 
published two volumés, contain- 
ingthe opinions of different au- 
thors upon 
death: and a third volume, con- 
taining the debates during the last 


session, in the two houses of 


parliament, upon the bills for 
abolishing the punishment of death 
for stealing to the amount of forty 
shillings in a dwelling.shouse ; for 
stealing to the amount of five 
shillings privately in a_ shop, 
and for stealiug in navigable rivers: 
with the debates on the erection of 
Penitentiary Hlouses, In the 
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the punishment of 
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course of a few months it is their 
intention to publish a fourth 
volume, containing the debates, 
during the present session, upon 
the bills now pending in parliae 
ment for the abolition of the 
punishment of death for five 
diflerent offences, and an ace 
count of all the convictions and 
executions in England since the 
year 1731. 

N. B. Subscriptions are receiv. 
ed by William Allen, Plough. 
Court, Lombard.Street; and J. 
Fry, MildredsCourt. 

{Any communications, tending 
to promote the humane object of 
the above laudable society, will be 
cheerfully inserled in this work, 


Ed.] 
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EXTRACTS FROM NEW PUBLICATIONS. 





Copy of a Letter written by 
Charles the Second to the Chan. 
cellor, concerning the Execu- 
tron of Sir Ilenry Vane, with 
Observations. 

[“ From Mr. Sereant Heywood's 
Vindication of Mr. Fox’s History, 4to. 
Appendix, pp. 24—26.] 

No single act of Charles the 
Second has left so foul a stain upon 
his memory, as his having sought 
the execution of Sir Henry Vane. 
He had not been one of the Judges 
of the late King, and therefore 
his life ought to have been spared 
according to the King’s declara- 
Hon sent from Breda, and_ his 
confirmation of it afterwards in 
Parliament. But besides this, 
the Commons having shewn re- 
Pugnance to except him out of 
the Act of Indemnity, the Lords 
through the medium of the Chan- 
cellor, who acted as their mana- 





ger at a conference, had intimated 
that though on account of Vane 


being ‘* of a mischievous activity,” 


they desired to have him left to 


the mercy of the king, yet they 


would be ready to join with the 
commons in a petition, that, in 
case he should be attainted, he 
should not be executed. 


Upon 
this intimation, the commons 
passed the bill, and it afterwards 
received the royal assent. Accord. 
ingly, a petition from both houses 
was presented by the chancellor 
to the king, reminding him of 
his declaration, and praying that 
if Vane and Lambert should be 


attainted, yet execution as to their 
lives might be remitted, and the 
king acceded to their request. 


When a new Parliament met, the 
commons, as Sir Henry Vane says, 


instigated by persons who wished 
for his estates and by his own te- 
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nants, insisted upon indictments 
being presented against him, and 
he was brought to trial on the 6th 
of June, 1661, and found guilty. 
From his tral having been post. 
poned so long and the backward. 
ness of the crown to bring it on, 
it may be interred that the king 
would have been satisfied to have 
continued him in confinement, and 
had no wish to take away his life. 
Sir Henry Vane himself mentions 
an unfortunate circumstance which 
happened at his arraignment, 
four days betore his trial, and 
made an impression to bis disad. 
vantage ; he then used the expres- 
sion, ** sovereign power of Par- 
liament,” which he says ** Mr. 
Attorney General writ down, after 
he had promised at my request 
no exception should be taken at 
words.” ‘The ensuing letter was 
written by the king on the day after 
the tral, but whether, after he had 
seen the Judges who tried him is 
not clear, for Sir Henry Vane, 
who mentions the circumstance of 
their going to Hampton Court, 
makes use of an equivocal expres. 
sion as to the time, saying it was 
*‘ after the day of my trial.” 
Charles, finding that Sir Henry 
Vane still persisted in his republi- 
can notions, feared his talents and 
his influence too much to permit 
him to exist. But, however valid 
such a justificauen may be for 
taking away lite, in the ethics of 
tyrants, the want of feeling with 
which he makes the detestable pro- 
posal to the Chancellor admits of 
no palliation. Here we find him, 
acing suiely trom the dictates of 
his own beart ; ready and willing 
to break through the most solemn 
engagements, and desirous to shed 
blood unjustly for the better secu. 
Tuy of his power. Whether the 


Chancellor resisted the wish of the 
king, or gave way to it, or ulti. 
mately approved of it, does not 
appear, but as he had upon other 
occasions mMsisted upon the strict 
performance of the declaration 
from Breda, and bad himself pro. 
posed to the commons the EAPC. 
dient of @ petition to the king, 
we would hope that he did not 
give his sanction to this perfidi. 
ous conduct. Sir Henry Vane 
was executed on the 14th day of 
June, and the House seem to have 
been satisfied with his fate, for we 
find no steps taken in his favour, 
Or complaints made of the royal 
breach of faith. ‘The letter which 
makes the subject of this article, 
was addressed to the Chancellor, 
and was as follows :— 

Hamton Courte, Saturday, 

two ta the afternoune, 

The relation that has been made 
tome of Sir H. Vane’s carriage 
yesterday in the Hall, is the ote 
casion of this letter, which if Iam 
rightly informed was so insolent 
as to justify all he had done, ac- 
knowledging no supreme power In 
England but a Part. and many 
things to that purpose. You have 
had a true accounte of all, and il 
he has given new occasion to be 
hanged, certaynly he is too dan- 
gerous a man to lett live, if we can 
honestly put him out of the way, 
thinke of this and give me some 
accounte of it to-morrow, wll 
when I have no more to say % 
you, Cos R. 

The beginning of the direction 
is torn off, but the words, * the 
Chancellor,” in the King’s hand, 
remain. ‘The Chancellor has in- 
dorsed “ the King’s,’ and two or 
three words illegible after. And 
Mr. West has made this indorse- 
ment, ** This letter was wrote by 








to some very particular cases ; 
but it is surely most desirable that 
measures should be taken for pro- 
viding some more permanent re. 
lief; something to which the sick 
or infirm minister may bring for. 
ward a regular claim, and not re. 
ceive as the humiliating pittance 
of charity. 

The ministers of the gospel, it 
may be presumed, are not in 
general so liable as others to many 
of those diseases to which the hu- 
man frame is subject; such, for 
instance, as are the consequences 
of irregularity and excess. From 
these, their well-established re- 
ligious principles, their desire to 
instruct their flocks by example 
as well as precept, and the lower 
motives of mere decorum and pro. 
priety of character, (not to speak 
of the necessity of frugality and 
temperance, which their limited 
incomes generally impose,) may 
be expected to preserve them. But 
there are others to which learned 
and sedentary persons are peculi- 
arly liable; and these are also 
generally of a ehronic nature, and 
very distressing in their effects : 
their office, too, of necessity lcads 
them to be much with the sick, 
and in this way to be exposed, not 
only to contagious diseases, but 
also to others, the consequences 
of vitiated air, and of those agita- 
tions and depressions of the spirits, 
which are often necessarily en. 
dured in the very attempt to calm 
the troubled mind with the conso. 
lations of religion, Now when 
4 minister from whatever cause 
begins to fecl the debility of sick- 
hess or natural decay, becomes 
languid in his public services, 
and less capable of discharging 

s private duties ; or if, by some 
sudden stroke, he is intirely incas 
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pacitated ; it is too well known 
for how short a time the most in. 
dulgent congregation remains 
contented. Occasional supplies 
are not often successful in satisfy- 
ing the various tastes and humours 
of a mixed assembly; the older, 
more attached, and considerate 
members, may, perhaps, be in- 
clined to a longer forbearance, 
from recollection of past character 
and services; but the bulk will 
presently grow impatient, seek out 
for other connections, and the 
congregation wiil thus by de. 
gress dwindle away. If the case 
from the first is hopeless, and an 
assistant-minister is procured, 
how soon the public attention and 
respect of the majority to the man 
who had devoted his best days to 
their service, and sacrificed his 
all for their advantage, is apt to 
sink into carelessness, and even 
contempt, is seen in too many ine 
stances. 

All these inconveniences and 
hardships might be prevented by 
an institution for the relief and 
support of sick and decayed minise 
ters. The people would not then 
be so liable to be scattered, and 
the congregation to decline, dur- 
ing the latter years of a minister 
under whom it had formerly flou- 
rished ; and the minister himself 
would not have to experience the 
combined miseries of dependence, 
neglect, and, perhaps, contempt, 
at a time when he stands so much 
in need of support, both in body 
and mind, against the natural 
calamities of sickness and old 
age. 

The necessity of such an instie 
tution has long been obvious: but 
whether from the number of be. 
nevolent associations, which have 
been formed during the last twenty 


bel) i 

Gee 

Chase 
ae 
ore 
we baie 
4 

et 

EN 

Rte 
they 




































4 | 
if 
Hy 

' 
» ha! 
1 
P| 


oe 


~e- 


. 


ni 


gar ——— ~~ eg a eee oe ane eee ee ar 





396 On Acquaintance with the Principles of Protestant Dissent 


years, or from the hackwardness 
al HELIS ke rs to appear in promot. 
ing an object which relates so di. 
rectly to themselves, the proposal 
has not been publicly brought 
forward. In tact, however, 1t con- 
cerns the congregations as much as, 
perhaps more than, the ministers 
themselves; as it is presumed, 
has already beensufiiciently shewn. 

Let it then be proposed, to es. 


tablish a society tor the ri hef ot 


aged and infirm ministers of the 
gospel, of all denominations, Let 
it be managed by a committee of 
eighteen, to be annually chosen 
trom among the London dissenters, 
three laymen and three ministers 
out of each denomination, (so long 
as the present division into three 
denominations, which is, perhaps 
as good as any, because it does 
not involve doctrinal distinctions, 
is continued.) Let these be author. 
ized to reecive the monics contri. 
buted, and apply them to the 
best advantage in the = stocks or 
elsewhere, with the view of creat. 
ingafund, the interest of which 
may be employed in relieving the 
‘ mended. Let each 
ho subscribes half.a. 
guinca yearly, or five guineas at 
one payinent, be considered as a 
COVernor , kt each minister, who 
subscribes half-a-guinea yearly, 
be entitled to receive relief from 
the fund in case of incapacity, 
either trom sickness or old age ; 
provided always that his incapa- 
city is not the consequence of ine 
temperance, but that he produce 
a certificate of his being an ap. 
prove d minister, by at least three 
ministers of the denomination to 
which he belongs. 

‘This imperfect outline of a 
scheme for accomplishing so im. 
portant an object, may, perhaps, 


opypects recol 


layman, 


be deemed sufficient in a firs 
proposal ; and we trust that ther 
is little doubt that the idea wil] 
be readily received and 
upon, 

By order of the Annual Meet. 
ing of Ministers in the North. 
ern Counties, associated for 
a Widows’ Fund; at Morpeth, 
June 11, 1811. 

WILLIAM TURNER, 

Clerk to the Association. 


———————ee 


act G 


Essay on the Importance of Non. 
conformists being well Ate 
quainted wtth the Principles of 
Protestant Dissent. 

June 6, ISLI. 

Wrewn men have formed anat. 
tachment tosome particular mode 
or profession of religion, they will 
not usually sacrifice it to any 
light consideration, The perses 
verance and fortitude with which 
they avow it, will however, then 
be greatest, when they know that 
it siands on a good foundation, 
when their principles have been 
embraced after inquiry, and will 

bear ta be reviewed, ‘There is a 

wide difference, for example, be. 

tween him whois a Christian from 
fashion and education, and him 
who is such from conviction. And 
this remark may be extended to 
every case which involves a dissent 
from the religious doctrines and 
discipline generally received. 

In a personal view, it is an ob- 


ject of considerable moment to 


be justly acquainted with the 
principles of Protestant dissent. 
I understand by Protestant dissent 
the voluntary act by which some 
of the Protestants of the United 
Kingdoms, cither implicitly of 
openly withdraw from commu- 
nion with the established church, 
Now, dissent, or nonconformity, 








Copy of a Letter of J. Aprice to Mr. W. Lynwood. 8935 


the King, 7 June, 1662, and that 
day seven-night Sir Henry Vane 
was beheaded. J. W.”’ 

English Royal Letters in the 
Lansdowne Collection, deposited 
in the British Museum, p. 125. 





Copy of a Letter of Fie A price a 
Romish Priest, to Mr. William 
Lynwood at his House m Deane, 
Northamptonshire. 

From the same, pp. 27, 28.] 
February 16, 1685. 
Dear BROTHER, 

The great change which is made 
jn our nation since last I writ to 
you, is the wonder of all men. If 
we consider that it is the Divine 
Providence that rules over king. 
doms and the hearts of men, we 
shall the less wonder. Who could 
have say'd a while agoe, that 
these eyes of mive should have 
seen two Catholick «ings reign over 
us inthis nation’ But that same 
God that preser’ 'd our late king 
of blessed mem -y, by soe many 
wonderful. mir cles all his life 
time, did also at his death call 
him to his mercy, by making him 
to be reconciied to his holy church 
which he did in this manner. The 
day hee fell ill, which was the 
Monday, he was noe sooncr re. 
covered of his fit, but his trusty 
loving brother, our now most 
gracious souveraine fearing a re- 
lapse, putt him in mind of his 
soul: which advice hee immedi- 
ately embraced, and desired noe 
tume might be lost in the execution 
of itt. Whereuppon Mr. Huddle. 
ston was commanded to attend 
incessantly thereabouts, but the 
great affairs of the nation coming 
perpetually before them, time 
could not possibly be found till 
Thursday, But then the king 

VOL. vr. 


finding his natural strength decay, 
commanded of his own accord all 
to retire out of the room, telling 
them he had something to com. 
municate to his brother. Then 
Mr. Huddleston being brought in, 
that great work was donc, and 
with that exactness, that there 
was nothing omitted either neces. 
sary or decent, and as Mr. Hud. 
dleston himself has told me by a 
particular assistance of God’s 
grace, the King was as ready 
and apt in making bis confession 
and all other things, as iff he had 
been brought up a Catholick all 
his life time, and from that moment 
till eight of the clock the next 
day, att which time his speech 
left him, he was heard to say little, 
but begging Almighty God’s par- 
don tor all his offences and the 
like, so that we may Joylully say, 
God have mercy of his soul, and 
make him eternally participant of 
his kingdom ot heaven. 

As for our present king, he 
daily gives us by his actions new 
hopes of a great deal of future 
happiness; for besides the great 
content and subjection which 
seems to bee in every body here, 
wee in particular have reason to 
praise God for giving him so 
much courage and resolution to 
confess his faith publickly, which 
he did yesterday in a most emi. 
nent manner, for on Friday last he 
declared to the councell that hee 
was resolved too make known pub. 
lickly to the world of what re- 
ligion hee was; and yesterday 
hee came with the Queene to the 
chappell, attended by all the no. 
bility and gentry about court, 
and there recived together with 
the Queene from the hands of her 
almoner, the most precious body 
and blood of our Saviour, with 
3 £ 
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as much devotion as ever | saw 
in any man, and heard, all the 
time upon his knees, tow long 
masses. This ceremony I saw, 
and will always esteem the day 
holy wherein it was donn, tor 
above this 126 years the like has 
not been seen in England. 

The maior and aldermen of 
London came on Saturday last, 
with an address to the King, in 
name of the city, wherein they 
promise to stand by him with their 
lives and fortunes, which I hope 
will be a good example to all 
others to do the like. 


This is all but my true love te 
my dear sister, and all yours 
from ° 

Dear Brother, 

Your affectionate brother 

and servant, 
J. ApRice, 

Note of the Bishop of Lincoln, 

The original letter is now in the 
hands of Mrs, Eyre of Stamford, 
and J. Aprice above-mentioned 
was a Romish Priest and relation 
of hers; as also Mr. Lynwood, 
to whom the letier was written, 

Manuscripts in the British Mu- 
scum, vol. 4164, No. 39. 





MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS, 


Associated 
Morpeth, for 


Proposal from the 
Ministers at 


a Society for the Relief of 


Aged and Decayed Ministers. 
SIR, 
Among the many public-spirited 
institutions, tor the support of re. 
ligion in the dissenting churches, 


it has often excited the surprise of 


reflecting persons, that no attempt 
has been made to turnish some 
provision for the permanent re- 
lief of infirm and aged ministers. 
We have seen with pleasure great 
exertions among the several deno. 
minations for the proper choice 
und education of candidates for 
the ministry; the provisions for 
the ministers themselves during the 
exercise of their sacred office, 
considering that they are voluntary 
additions to the burdens imposed 
for the maintenance of the public 
religion, are in many Cases extra. 
ordinary, and highly laudable ; 
the assistance, particularly, which 
is afforded to poor congregations 


by the opulent members of those 
bodies, to which they respectively 
belong, is the fruit of a truly 
Christian spirit, and, perhaps, un. 
precedented in the history ot the 
church: noble institutions are 
likewise formed for the relief of 
the widows and orphans of poor 
ministers, when left destitute of 
their former means of support. 
But for the minister himself, if 
by age and natural decay he ccase 
from his former usefulness, or be 
laid aside at an earlier period by 
uny of those providential strokes, 
which we may lament, but must 
submit to, no provision has hither. 
to been made*, The several boards 
arc, indeed, prevailed upon occa 
sionally to grant a small gratuity 





* There is, indeed, one exception, but 
that on a very limited scale, in the ex- 
cellent Institution for the Relief of De- 
cayed Ministers and the Widows of 
Ministers of the Presbyterian Denomina- 
tion, in the Counties of Lancashire and 
Cheshire, 











On Pictures of the Trinity, 


and evidences of them, which are 
therefore fit subjects of attentive, 
dispassionate investigation. 

It is no reproach to us to say 
that we are not insensible to dis- 
tinctions usually looked upon as 
fair objects of a man’s and a Bri- 
ton’s wishes. A Dissenter, never- 
theless, who is true to his princi- 
ples and profession, would not ex- 
change them for these or any consi- 
derations : and he owes it to him- 
self and his country to shew that 
his dissent is rational. N. 
On Pictures of the Trinity, in 

Dr. Clarke’s Travels, 
Sir, May 24, 1811. 

Dr. Clarke, in his Travels, has 
given us (in plate 3. facing page 
24.) a representation of the * Vir- 
gin with three bands,’ which he 
tells us is ‘ held in the highest ve- 
neration throughout Russia,’ and 
which he calls a * barbarous type 
of the Trinity :’ but he does not 
say of what Trinity. Many of 
your readers however well know, 
and those who do not should be 
told, that the church has had 
many different Trinities in differ. 
ent stages of her idolatry. 

For the first 200 years no such 
word was ever heard, nor any 
such thing ever thought of among 
christians. For a long time after 
this, though the word was used 
occasionally, it was used only to 
denote a trinity of attributes, or 
qualities, in the one person of the 

Father. In process of time the 
orthodox, that is, the chief priests 
and the rulers, who are always the 
orthodox let their doctrine be what 
twill, introduced a second per- 
son into the godhead : and then the 
reproach cast upon them by their 
*pponents was, and long conti- 
hig to be, not that they believed 
‘Arce, (for neither party yet 
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dreamt of three) but that they be. 
lieved in fwo Gods. And when 
it was at last determined to have 
a trinity of three persons, it-was 
a long while betore the orthodox 
could settle it among themselves 
whether the third person should 
be the Virgin Mary or the Holy 
Ghost. Even so late as the 
seventh century, we find Mahomet 
in several of those passages of the 
Koran in which he so justly ex. 
poses the monstrous absurdity of 
a Trinity, reminding the christians 
that Jesus was no more than the 
son of Mary, and that Mary her- 
self was no more than a righteous, 
or good woman; without taking 
the least notice of the Holy Ghost, 
or of any other Ghost, as com- 
posing any part of the Trinity; a 
clear proof that, in the days of 
the Arabian impostor, the partie 
zans of the Virgin were a more 
numerous party of ‘Trinitarians 
than those of the Holy Ghost; in 
that country at least. 

Now it appears to me that it is 
this trinity of Father, Son and 
Virgin, that the picture given us 
by Dr. Clarke was originally ins 
tended to represent. The third 
hand proceeds from a stronger and 
more mighty arm than either of 
the other two, anarm not visibly 
connected, like those with the bo- 
dy of the Virgin, but proceeding 
from a Being that is invisible. 
By its position with respect to the 
body of the Virgin, and by its em- 
bracing the fect of the child, I 
think the painter meant to insinu- 
ate not only ‘the power*® of the 





* In the Hebrew and the Greek, and 
indeed in most other languages the 
words arm and hand are often used as 
synonymous terms for power. Instances 
of this will readily occur to any one 
conversant with the scriptures. And in 
paintings, the arm and the hand are 
common symbols of power. 
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highest overshadowing Mary, ac. 
cording to the expression in the 
first of those two spurious chap. 
ters prefixed to Luke’s vospel, (1. 
35); not only that her conception 
was miraculous, and that the 
child in her arms * did not,’ ac. 
cording to the strange language of 
our liturgy, * abhor the virgin’s 
womb ;? but, moreover, that there 
Was a unity of one substance, 
power and eternity in the God. 


On Pictures of the Trinity, in Dr. Clarke’s Travels, 


thing which the figure intended 
for the Son, is in the act of re. 
nouncing, may probably be, self. 
existence, Or independence; an 
attribute which none of the earlier 
orthodox fathers, not even Atha. 
nasius himself*, nor any of his 
contemporaries, nor his successors 
for a long period, would ever al. 
low to be possessed by the Son, 
whom they all strenuously denied 
to be God of himself (aurve3eos) 


underived and independent, con- 
stantly maintaining that he was no 
more, as they themselves express. 
ed itin their creed, than * God of 
God,’ (Seog ex Jex,) though they 
held him to be of one substance 
and eternity with the Father. On 
cach of these hillocks, or clouds, 


head, comprehending the three 
persons of Father, Son and Vir- 
ging in one common vinculum, 
perichorests, or emperichoresis ; 
which were the words used by the 
fathers to denote the bond of 
union between the three persons of 
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the trinity. 

In one of the four compart. 
ments of Dr. Clarke’s next plate 
(facing page 26) the same trinity 
seems to be again represented in 
what he calls an * Idol picture as 
secn at Novogorod.’ In this pic. 
ture there are two very aged fi- 
gures, with beards down to their 
feet, as nearly alike as possible, 
except that one of them seems to 
stoop a mere trifle more than the 
other,in token of some submission, 
and to have the palm of his right 
hand turned outwards, as if in the 
act of renouncing something which 
the other figure, by his hand laid 
upon his breast, with the palm 
turned inwards, seems to claim as 
peculiar to himself. These two 
figures are evidently intended to 
represent * the Ancient of Days,’ 
in the two consubstantial and coe 
cternal persons of the Father and 
the Son, standing each upon a 
separate hillock (or, it may be, 
cloud, * before the mountains 
were brought forth, or ever the 
earth was formed.’ Psal. xc. 2, 
and see Dan, vii. 13.): and the 


there are three footsteps imprinted; 
and the two hillocks are united by 
athird, over which, at the top otf 
the picture, there is a head, plainly 
intended for that of afemale. At 
a small distance from the head, on 
each side of it, there is some dra- 
pery, which seems to be a veil, or 
curtain, drawn back from betore 
the face. The hair is loose and 
flowing; which the late Lord Ore 
ford, in his Anecdotes of Paint- 
ing (vol. i. pp. 54 and 58, edit. 
Svo. 1782,) tells us, was a mark 
used by painters to denote Vil 
ginity. And this is confirmed by 
Dr. Clarke himself, who says 
that © the hair of unmarried wo- 
men in the most parts of Russi, 


ne 





t It has been said of that opus pal 
martum of absurdity, the Athanasian 
Creed, that though it was not written by 
the hero whose name it bears, it 3 
presses his sentiments. But no mse 
can read the works of Athanasius with- 
out Seeing that the doctrine (if absurdity 
can be called doctrine) of the creed * 
ne more his than the composition 
Athanasius, and all his contemporaries» 
held the son to be inferior to the Father 
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as such, and without any reference 
to the cause or object of it, 
has nothing inviting, but the 
contrary. He must be very sin- 
gularly framed, who, for no rea- 
son at all, or for an extremely 
slight reason, goes counter to the 
opinions and practice of the ma- 
jority of his neighbours. What is 
the satisfaction of being pointed 
at*? What are the charms of a 
want of countenance and appro- 
bation? Arguing from my own 
views and feelings, as in this in- 
stance, I presume, I safely may, 
to those of other men, I must con- 
clude that where we can agrce 
with the rest of the world, to agree, 
is a far more pleasant situation 


than to disagree. For the bulk of 


mankind, conformity is easicr than 
nonconformity ; it 18 more grati- 
fying to their indolence, saves the 
trouble of thinking, and brings 
with it no questions, no disputes, 
no doubts, no solicitude. In ordi- 
nary times, if not always, numbers 
are sure to be on the side of the 
religion of the state: wealth, dis- 
tinction, and the almost exclusive 
possession of power, are likewise 
with it; and to numbers, wealth, 
distinction, power, human crea- 
tures cannot be indifferent. 
Notwithstanding I was born of 
dissenting parents, notwithstand- 
ing I was trained according to 
what some would term that sect of 
our religion, and notwithstanding 
tls commonly neither agrecable 
hor reputable to desert early con- 
hections, I stillaver that I should 
hot hesitate about becoming a con- 
ormist, were I not furnished 
with what I take to be the best 


——,. 





* This is not exact! the c 
ase put b 
the Roman Satyrist — pata 


chrum est digito monstrari, et 
dicier hie est 1” 


and weightiest arguments for my 
remaining a Protestant Dissenter. 
So far as iny worldly advantages 
and prospects are concerned and 
separately from motives of a higher 
kind, | should consult my interest 
by thinking and speaking and act. 
ing with the multitude in matters 
of religion. 

As individuals then we have no 
slight inducement to ask ** Why 
are we dissenters ?” and to eme- 
ploy the proper means of enabling 
us to give a rational and satistac. 
tory answer. 

If, moreover, we are sincere 
and serious in the profession of re. 
ligion, we shall feel that such an 
examination into our principles of 
dissent, is asacred duty. Religion 
brings us into a relation confess- 
edly the most important of any 
which we can sustain, a relation 
to the first and greatesi of Beings. 
We owe it to dam, not to take our 
Opinions upon points of religious 
faith and conduct on trust, not to 
be supine and careless as to the 
modeof worshipping him and seck. 
ing his favour and acceptance. It 
is possible that those opinions may 
not, after all, be accurate. But 
whatever they are, they may and 
ought to be the result of our in. 
vestigation and conviction, ‘The 
Father of our spirits has, for this 
reason, among many, endued us 
with mental faculties: and in the 
records of his revealed will 
there are deciarations on this head 
which have the authority of com. 
mands. 

Surely, if we value our own 
choracter and peace of mind, it 


behoves us to be correctly ace. 


quainted with the principles of 
dissent. On every subject im ree 
gard to which a man is capable of 
reflection, it is disgraceful to him 
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not reflect. ‘There are few 
things which, in strictness of ex. 
pression, can lie styled Our plO-. 
perty. But, doubtless, itis neiher 
necessary nor becoming to surren. 
der our. religious opinions and 
profession to the pleasure ot others, 
to commit our consciences to 
uny Aceping except our own, If 
a human being has any privileges 
and duties, this is amomeg the 
first. 

Recent events too have shewn 
that the times in’ which we live, 
are not such as may reheve us 
from any peculiar anniecty to know 
whether our dissent rational 
not. Even in this age and 
country, toleran, as they are, 
when contrasted with others, the 
Protestant principle is not univer. 
sally understood, respected, valued 
and maintained. 

The effect of along course of 
case and prosperdy, is to make 
nonconformists regardless of their 
principles. When our forefathers 
suflered bonds and cruel mockings, 
and some of them the loss of lite, 
for their nonconformity, their 
cases excited sympathy and roused 
attention. Every man who was not 
in Communion with the state re. 
ligion, found himself constrained 
to ask, ** Why am I a dissenter?” 
Toleration has removed our fears, 
but has multiplied our temptations. 


to 


@l 


be 
or 


When the sobriety and industry of 


some of our predecessors, had, 
under the blessing of heaven, pro. 
duced wealth, new tastes and de. 
sires were the consequence. There 
was now a less discriminating and 
cautious intercourse with the 
world. A resemblance to the 
world was caught and even aimed 
at: and the result, in pretty 
many instances, was either dis. 
honourable conformity, or a lane 


guid, and therefore an almost 
equally dishonourable 
formity. 

In times of comparative toler- 
ance, it particularly becomes us 
to review the grounds of Protes. 
tant dissent. ‘The armour which 
hung in the balls of our British 
ancestors, was not permitted to 
rust theres such negligence would 
have been fatal. In the season 
of peace, we must, by proper ex. 
crcises, train ourselves for the day 
when combat and defence will be 
essenuial, Thus, the Lacedemo. 
nians, accustomed their children 
to the habit of using weapons, 
which they were afterwards to 
wicld in actual conflict : and thus, 
to make an allusion, which may 
be considered as still better suited 
to the subject, the Jews were di 
rected to educate their offspring, 
at every period and in all places, 
in the Knowledge and worship of 
the true God, as the surest pre. 
servative against idolatry. 

As we are personally interested 
in examining and re-examining our 
principles, so we are concerned in 
the inquiry, under the character 
of members of civil society. It is 
matter of notoriety that, besides 
being debarred from the English 
universities, dissenters cannot fill 
certain posts of honour, trust, 
power and profit, unless they have 
performed an act, which to every 
well-instructed and consistent 
nonconformist will appear in the 
sume light with that of some apos- 
tate Christians, casting a few 
grains of incense on a_ heathen 
altar. Have we then an equiva- 
lent for foregoing these advanta- 
ges? Are our principles worth the 
sacrifice? Are they more valuable 
than compliance ? Whether they 
are so, depends upon the quality 


honcone 








hangs to a great length down their 
backs. On their heads they wear 
a handkerchief of coloured silk. 
When married the hair is trussed 
up, and this constitutes the out. 
ward mark of a virgin, or a ma. 
tron:’ (p. 33.) and in another 
part of his work he tells us, that 
‘the Armenian women of Astra. 
chan bring the only hair which 
they disclose in front of their ears, 
in two thick locks, one on each 
side.’ (p. 311, note.) ‘There can 
be no doubt theretore, I think, 
that this piece of Novogorod idol. 
atry, was originally meant to re- 
present ihe trinity of Father, Son, 
and Virgin. ; 

It istrue, that above the head 
there appear the Greck letters 
ic and XC, denoting Jesus Christ. 
But this I consider as no very for- 
midable objection to the explana- 
tion I have given; because they 
might be, and ‘probably were, the 
addition of some later hand, made 
after the partizans of the Holy 
Ghost had defeated those of the 
Virgin, and had become the 
church triumphant upon earth ; 
Whereas the picture might be 
Painted when it was was still un. 
decided which should be the third 
person of the trinity, and when 
neither party could pretend to be 
considered as any thing more, or 
better, than one faction of the 
church miljtant. These letters 
are of no weight agairst the inhe- 
rent marks of the female figure, so 
Conspicuous in the head itself; 
which is very different froin all 
the heads of Jesus, in the other 
pictures of the Virgin and Child, 
‘Contained in Dr. Clarke’s work. 
In every one of those, 
Jesus is Cropt short and bushy, 
round the nape of his neck, some. 


what after the manner of a bob, 
VOL. vr, 
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or cut, wig, and is shaved close 
upon the crown, in the fom of 
a clerical tonsure: but in this 
the hair, which appears thick upon 
the top of the head, is parted over 
the forehead, and descends from 
behind, in loose and flowing locks, 
or ringlets, under the chin ; plainly 
pointing out the female attire, to 
which all the features of the face 
exactly correspond. 

Dr. Clarke has given us a le. 
gendary tale, which accompanies 
the fizst of these two trinitarian 
idols, the * Virgin with three 
hands,’ in which it is recorded 
that the third hand appeared at 
first spontaneously upon the cane 
vass, in the absence of the painter, 
and then twice re-appeared, after 
having been twice rubbed out by 
the artist, who, upon attempting 
to rub it out a third time, was 
alarmed by the appearance of 
the Virgin herself, who declared 
that it was her pleasure to be 
thus painted with three hands. 
This story (told also in Mod. 
Univ. Hist. vol. xxxv. p. 133, 
note. 13 edit. 8vo. 1762.) I take 
to be nota mere idle tale, invented 
for no other purpose than that of 
exciting wonder, but one of those 
many pious, or rather impious, 
frauds, which were propagated in 
such numbers by priests in the 
early ages of the church, for po- 
litical purposes; and I think it 
was designed to work upon the 
superstitious fears of those who 
opposed the pretensions of the 
Virgin, in the hopes of deterring 
them from their opposition. 

‘There is a similar story related 
by Dr. Clarke respecting another 
picture of the Virgin, in which 
there isa third hand of a different 
sort, This picture, which is pre. 
served in thecl arch of Tscherchas- 
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koy, or Circask, the capital of the 
Don Cossacks, r presents the *} ur- 
‘ Be. 
low the figure of the Virgin, a 
hand appears painted of the nae 
tural size, as it cut off, and fas- 
tened to the picture: a knife also 
is placed by the hand: and they 
relate that a priest struck ata 
picture of the Virgin, and wound. 
ed her in the cheek, which 
continued to bleed : 
ately the made, the 
hand of the priest came off, and, 
with the koife, remained after. 
wards adhering to the picture.’ 
(Travels, p. 278.) 

This fiction was propagated, I 
have vo doubt, in order to terrify 
and restrain the fury of the Eico- 
noclasts, in the 8th century: the 


coin with a bleeding cheek.’ 


ever 
but immedi. 


blow was 


bleeding cheek having originated 
in the mistake of some painter, 
or narrator, of the story, who con- 
founded the words LY Aa checks, 
and | limbs. It isto be re- 
collec ted, that in the Doric dia. 
lect, which was that ot the vulgar, 
of the rustics, and of the border. 
ers, inall parts of the Greek em. 
pire, both the and the 
written 


were 
and pronounced a, and 
that in the eighth century, writing, 
and reading, and spelling were 
not so common as they are now. 
Ii they had been so, the Christian 
world would never have (profited 
shall Tsay? or) suffered so much 
trom the benefit of clergy. Indeed 
in more enlightened times similar 
mistakes have given birth to, and 
will often serve to explain much 
of the mythology both of the hea. 
then, and the Christian priest. 
hood, 

If Tam right, as I have no 
doubt that I am, in supposing 
that these two pictures given us 
by Dr. Clarke were intended to 
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represent not the last new fashion, 
but one of the earlier fashions of 
the Trinity, the Trinity of Fath r, 
Son and Virgin, they are certainly 
very curious remains of ecclesias. 
tical antiquity. To those Chris. 
tians who do not wish to worship 
more Gods than Jesus and the 
apostles worshipped, and who, at 
the same time, are not sufficiently 
apprised of the great fertility of 
ecclesiastical invention, nor suftis 
ciently aware of the wide differ- 
between believing in the 
church, and believing in the gos- 
pel, these pictures are something 
better than mere curiosities : they 
are very instructive, and may 
assist in settling their doubts upon 
a question which would never have 
held the minds of Aonest inquirers 
so long 1n suspense, if they had 
not suffered themselves to be 
drawn out of light into darkness ; 
if they, and their forefathers, had 
not forsaken the declarations of 
the Lorp their God, in whom 
there is no darkness atall, (1 John 
i. 5.) but who says of himself, in 
the clearest and plainest terms, 
“1 am the Lorp, and there ls 
none else, there is no God besides 
me.” (Isa. x!v. 5. See also, Exod. 
xx. 2, 3. Deut. iv. 35. 39. XXXUe 
39. 1 Kings vill. 60, Isa. xl. 10, 
li. xlv. 6, 14, 18, 21, 22. xlvi. 
9. Joel ii. 27. Zech. xiv. 9.) and 
of whom Jesus also says, in terms 
equally clear and plain, that heis 
the ‘* Father,’ and ** the only 
true God,”’ and as much his God 
and Lord, as he is the God and 
Lord of any other man. (John 
xvii. 1, 3. xx. 17.) They could 
never have halted so long between 
two opinions, one of which 18, 
sehse, and the other nonsense, 
if they had not ‘ forsaken the 
fountain of living waters, and 


ence 








hewed them out cisterns, broken 
cisterns, that can hold no water,’ 
(Jerem. ii. 13, and see the whole 
chapter.) if they had not followed 
‘wizards that peep and that mut- 
ter,’ (Isa. vill. 19.) and * gone atter 
other gods;’ if they had not pored 
upon the glimmer of theology, ull 
they themselves are stupified, and 
their evesare become so weak, that 
they no longer think it safe, per 
haps in most cases no longer find 
it possible, to look at the strong 
light, which beams with such 
brightness from so many parts of 
scripture, nor, which in all con- 
troverted questions is sull better 
and more decisive, to look at the 
broad and open day, which spreads 
itself over the whole of scripture, 
without the smoky piece of glass, 
with which every child, in all 
Christian countries, is furnished 
as he begins to read the Bible*. 





* The Bible teaches nothing but the 
One thing needful,’ a perfect and an 
upright life. This is settled beyond all 
contradiction, in the few following 
plain texts, Eccles. ii. 13. Micah vi. 8. 
Matt xix. 16—22. xxii. 36—40. Acts 
X. 34, 35. Jam.i. 27. And the more 
it is read and underst»od, the more evi- 
dent it becomes that the book, in every 
other part of it, points to nothing else 
but purity of life, and that ‘ the grace 
ofGod hath appeared,’ that is, the revela- 
tion of God hath been made, ¢ to all 
men’ Jew as well as Gentile, for no other 
pupose under heaven, than that of 
‘teaching all to deny ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, and to live soberly, righte- 
ously, and godly, in this present life,’ 
in certain assurance that there will be 
another in which ¢ every one,’ without 
respect of persons, * will receive accord- 
ing to that he hath done in the body, 
whether it be good or bad.’ (Tit. ii. 11, 
12. 2Cor. v. 10.) 

To the sensuality, the covetuousness, 
the pride, and the vanity of man, a life 
so pure and holy as that required by the 
Scriptures is revolting. This alone there- 
fore is a sufficient « stumblingeblock,’ 
© the worldly-minded. And hence 
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Dr. Clarke calls these pictures 
‘ barbarous idols,’ and such they 
certainly are: but by no means 
barbarous enough for the subject 
to which they refer; for no Rus. 
sian bogh, or idol, that ever was, 
or ever will be, invented, can pos. 
sibly do justice to the gross con. 
tradiction contained in the propos 
sition which asserts, that ‘* ¢érce 
persons, each of whom is perfect 
God, make together only one 
God.” Transubstantiation is a fool 
lo it. lam, &c. 
THERODOTUS, 


there are many who willingly cast the 
inestimable treasure of two revelations 
behind their backs. But there is a mul- 
titude of others, whom it is the height 
of injustice to rank with the worldly- 
minded, men disposed by their piety, 
their virtue, and their sense to receive 
with thankfulness whatever is good, 
and true, and comes from God, who 
yet, when they see the scriptures* cum- 
bered with so much vain. serving,’ (Luke 
x. 40.) and so much silly believing, by 
those who call themself the friends, but, 
in realitv, are the enemies of God, can- 
not possitly do otherwise than account 
them ‘ foolishness.’ 

True it is that all these incumbranees, 
all that men call the peculiar doctrines 
of revelation, are no more than so many 
peculiar inventions (Eccles. vii. 29.) 
soughtout by their own weak, or wicked, 
imaginations; and that it is the duty 
of every one of us to sift the wheat from 
the chaff. But who is equal to the task ? 
more especially after having been taught 
from his infancy to ¢ call evil good, and 
good evil, to put darkness for light, and 
light for darkness, bitter for sweet, aud 
sweet for bitter?” ‘Isa. v. 20.) All things 
considered, it seems easier, in a manner, 
for ‘a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle,’ particularly when we recollect 
that whoever makes the attempt, if he 
make it in the sight of others, is sure 
to find himself in the situat:on of Dr. 
Paley’s unfortunate Pigeon, who, being 
more hardy or hungry than the rest, 
ventures openly to leave the chaff for 
the wheat, which the others no sooner 
see, than they all instantly fy upon him, 
and tear him to picces. (Elem. Mor. 
Phil, b. iti. ch. 1.) 
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Mr. James on the accounts of 
“a Wonderful Cure.” , 
Bristol, June 17, 1811. 
Sik, 

In answer to your correspon- 
dent N. (p. 275.) I have betore 
me, ** a true Relation of the won. 
derful cure of Mary Maillard, 
(lame almost ever since she was 
born) on Sunday the 26th of Nov. 
1693. With the affidavits and 
ceruficates of the ain, and several 
other credible persons, who knew 
her both before and her 
being cured. ‘To which is added, 
A Letter from Dr. Welwood to 
the Right Hlonourable the Lady 
Mayoress upon that subject.— 
London: printed for Richard 
Baldwin, near the Oxford Arms, 
in Warwick Lane, 1694.” It is 
an 8vo, pamphlet of 48 pages, 
with the Imprimator of Edward 
Cooke, Dec. 20, 1693, and it 
cautions against a previous ** very 
lame and impertect” account, re. 
terring the reader to the original 
aflidavits, &c. in the hands of R. 
Baldwin, but the author ts not 
mentioned. I havea Letter from 
lias Keach (son to Benj. Keach) 
to John Watts, of Pennepek, in 
America, dated 12th month, 20th 
day, 1693-4, 1. e. according to 
our method, Feb, 20, 1694, in 
which he says, ** a very decrepit 
and crooked French girl (of about 
10 years of age, here in the city, 
reading in the gospels concerning 
the miracles of Christ) was made 
to behheve Christ would cure her ; 
and immediately there was heard 
a crackling, and she was cured 
und made straight, though she 
had been very crooked from a 
child. ‘This was done this winter 
and is an infallible truth.” <A 
short account of Mary Maillard 
is inserted in Turner's Divine Proe 


since 


** Wonderful Cure,” 


vidences, printed for John Dur. 
ston, 1697, and in Burton’s His. 
tory of Earthquakes, printed fo; 
Turner, but though I have two 
editions of this, neither of them 
bas the titlespage. Also ip 
Woodward’s Fair Warnings to a 
Carcless World, printed tor Bra. 
bazon Aylmor, 1707. And in 
Aldridge’s Prevalency of Prayer, 
printed for S. Popping, 1717. So 
that the circumstance was well 
known lonz before 1703. In 
1694 also, was printed for John 
Dunton, * A Narrative of the 
late extraordinary cure wrought 
in an instant upon Mrs, Ehzabeth 
Savage,’ &c. ‘This is represented 
as partly in consequence ot re. 
flecting upon the case of * the 
French girl,’ and has similar at. 
testations, the originals ot which 
were to be seen at J. Dunton’s. 

I am, 

yours, “Cc, 

ISAAC JAMES 

Account of a Pamphlet by Dr. A. 
Taylor. 
SIR, 

When I read Dr. Winter's Letters, 
anaccount of which appears io yout 
Review, (p. 238) it occurred to me, 
that I had, in‘a collection of pam. 
phiets, one by Dr. Abraham Tay- 
lor, of whom Dr. W. speaks in 
no very flattering terms, fixing 
** vanity,” upon ** that learned 
polemic divine,” as certain, but 
leaving his attainments in ** devo- 
tion, Christian meekness, and ho- 
liness,” as rather problematical. 
This pamphlet is entitled ** An 
Address to Young Students in Di- 
vinity, by way of Caution against 
some Paradoxes, which lead to 
Doctrinal Antinomianism.”” It 18 
dedicated ** To the Society of 
Ministers and Gentlemen engage¢ 








in the Design of neouraging 
Young Men in their Studies tor 
the Ministry.” From the close of 
the Dedication, which is dated 
Deptiord, Dee. 25. 1758, 1 ape 
pears that Dr. 'T. was their tutor. 
This circumstance Is not mention- 
ed by Dr. W., though it easily ac- 
counts for his having been ap- 
pointed creed-maker to the King’s 
Head Society, nor was any thing 
more natural than that he should 
abridge his own ** large and ela. 
borate confession of faith” for the 
purpose. 

This divine appears to have 
been well acquainted with the the- 
ological system he was thus ap- 
pointed to uphold. He was a 
very skiltul steersman who could 
sail along the narrow strait of Cal. 
vimism escaping Scylla and yet 
avoiding Charybdis. As dange- 
rous rocks on one side, he points 
out * the several schemes of Pela- 
gius, Episcopius, Arminius, Dr. 
Wotton, Mr. Baxter, and Mone 
sieur Amyrauld, some of which de- 
tract more, and others less from 
free grace. On the other side, 
Antinomianism, denominated the 
“rude and ignorant blasphemy, 
that good works are not necessary 
to salvation,” traced up to Simon 
the Magician, of Samaria.” (p. 11.) 
By an adroit interpolation in the 
account here given of Simon, from 
lreneus, those Gentlemen of the 
society, who might not read the 
learned languages, would be left 
to regard it as an opinion of remute 
Christian antiquity, that the Ma- 
giclan had ** laid the foundation 
lor the Sahellian,”’ and also “ laid 
down that which is the quintes. 
sence of the Arian heresy.’’ Nor 
docs some skill in the composition 
of the frus pta, an article so early 
known among Christians, detract 
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from a theologian’s qualfications, 
fora creedemaker, 

On the same side with Antino- 
mianism, though it seems without 
knowing whither they had wane 
deved, Dr. ‘Tl. discovers, (P. 14) 
‘some who set up for the only 
true gospel-preachers, for the ge- 
nerality raw and illiterate men, 
who deny that Christ is to be of- 
fered to sinners; who stand up 
for the operation-doctrine in op. 
position to the ofler-doctrine.” 
Ile adds, referving, I suppose, to 
Mr. Hussey of Cambridge, “ their 
odd fancy was started about 30 
years since, by a gentleman of a 
ereat deal of rambling learning, 
but of a coniused head, a person 
of real piety, but who discovered 
so much pride and wrath in his 
writings and conduct, that it 1s 
hard to account for it except we 
allow thathe had a tincture of en- 
thusiasm.” In the commences 
ment of his address, (p. 4.) con- 
sidering ‘the growth of Arianism 
and Arminianism,”” Dr. T. dee 
clares “the danger from that 
quarter very great.’’ He however 
is alarmed by ‘‘ danger from a 
different quarter,” trom ** fears of 
Antinomianism making a progress 
among suchas profess themselves 
friends to free sovereign grace.’”® 
Of these at the close of his Ad. 
dress (p. 36.) he speaks in the 
following unfavourable — terms: 
“There are not among them, so 
far as 1 know, any three that can 
be said to have so much as a little 
smattering of learning, men who 
in their youth were engaged in la. 
borious, or at least secular em. 
ployments ; they have run out to 
preach, as soon as they fancied 
they had what they stile the in. 
ward call, aud whenever they 
inet with the outward call, they 
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have engaged in the work of constant 
preaching.” He then asks, ‘* are 
such as these the men, who are 
to new model our scheme of dis 
vinity, and our method of preach. 
ing? are such creatures as these 
fit to mstruet us in points, as to 
which they proudly say, men for 
hundreds of years have been mis- 
taken, or have not much thoughe 
of? are aset of men who, for the 
greatest part, are illiterate and 
ignorant mechanics or labourers, 
to sctall matters right?” So much 
for Dr. Abraham Taylor, whose 
language might have suited a be. 
neficed high church clergyman, 
for a castization of the Methodists, 
who had (in 1738) just made their 
appearance. LAICUS, 

Learned and unlearned Ministers. 

SIR, 

I have lately been present at 
some discussions relative to the 
learning of ministers, and have 
heard a distinction made of them 
into two Classes, one of the learn. 
ed, and the other of the unlearn. 
ed. ‘The former class too, I per. 
ceive, is inclined to arrogate to 
itself a superiority, which I can 
by no means think justifiable in 
those who profess themselves to 
be the disciples of one common 
Lord, whosaid, Be ye not called 
Rabbi, implying that they were 
not to conceive themselves en. 
titled to that respect and deference 
which was claimed by the Rabbis 
in his time. I am by no means 
inclined to disparage the benefits 
of learning; but you will permit 
me to observe, that it has been 
nore employed to vindicate the 
corruptions, than to maintain the 
simplicity of the Gospel. Learn. 
ing may be beneficially employed, 
and x 1s ornamental to the person 


who possesses it; but we mus 
take care not to allow it an undue 
preference. ‘The mathematician, 
the metaphysician, the botanist, 
the astronomer, the classical] scho. 
lar, are all useful in their respec. 
tive departments ; but a man may 
be an excellent Gospel ininister 
without being a mathematician, a 
metaphysician, a botanist, an as. 
tronomer, or a classical scholar. 
I will not trespass on your time 
by expatiating on the impropriety 
of introducing into the pulpit th 
doctrine of centripetal and cen. 
trifugal forces, the abstruse diffi. 
culties of the necessarian dispute, 
the sublime discoveries on the 
electrical and galvanic fluids, or 
a discussion on the beauties of 
classical literature. ‘These are 
all displayed with great advantage 
in their proper spheres; but he 
who cares for the salvation of 
eouls has higher objects in view, 
and cannot allow the thoughts ot 
his hearers to be diverted from the 
great end of preaching to what I 
must call very inferior concerns. 

I do not object to a classilica- 
tion of ministers, and both the 
learned and the unlearned, as they 
are called, may be equally instru- 
mental in the support and the 
propagation of the truth ; but for 
the latter purpose I am inclined to 
give the preference to the latter 
class. Let me explain. myself. 
By an unlearned minister, | mea 
one who is unacquainted with the 
scriptures in their original lan. 
cuages; but who, being animated 
with zeal for the cause of our Lord 
and Saviour, and having used 
with diligence all the means in 
his power, has from application 
to the scriptures in the vulgar 
tongue, attained full knowledge 
of our salvation, and is capable 








of communicating and impressing 


this knowledge on the minds of 


hishearers. By a learned minis- 
ter, | mean one W ho has studied 
the scriptures in their original lan. 
guages, and can take the Hebrew 
Bible or Greek ‘Testament into his 
reading desk, and from them give 
with fluency and ease a chapter of 
either in the English language. 
I frequently hear learned minis- 
ters, as they are called; but I 
have very seldom an opportunity 
of allowing to them the propriety 
of this title. When IT hear them 
read a chapter, or quote a text, 
and deliver themselves with all 
the errors of the vulgar transla. 
tion, of what benefit is their learn. 
ing to me? No, Sir, I cannot 
allow to any man the epithet of 
learned, unless he manifests to 
me that he is really so: and if he 
contents himself with the common 
translation, I perceive no advan. 
tage that he possesses above his 
brother, whom he perhaps despises 
for the want of that very learning, 
of which no trace appears in the 
learned man’s discourses, or in 
his reading of the scriptures. 

Let the learned minister shew 
his learning by improving us in 
the knowledge of the written text. 
We shall be then benefitted by his 
attainments; and, if he adds to 
learning the spirit of the Gospel, 
the unlearned minister will readi- 
ly concede to him that superiority, 
which the really learned man will 
be the last to claim, and on which 
he will be the last to value him. 
“lf. Knowledge puffeth up, says 
the apostle. There is a danger 
in learning, that it should dwell 
more on the letter than on the 
spirit of the Gospel: and as the 
atter is far the more important 
Part, let us not depreciate the 
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merits of our unlearned brethren, 

who may be more laborious and 

more instrumental im increasing 

the kingdom of our Lord and 

master. 

Your very obedient, 

PHILO. 

Agaimst Matcrialism.—Letter J, 

SIR, 

] beg leave through the medium 
ot your publication, to call the 
attention of rational christians 
vnece more toa controversy which 
in my opinion is very far from 
being set at rest, notwithstanding 
the many eminent writers who 
have written on the subject. It is 
natural for man to enquire into his 
own nature and constitution and 
his future destination. It is indeed 
avery interestingsubject; yet upon 
this point, as well as all others, 
the best of men have differed in 
their opinions. I have the highest 
respect for the characters of some 
who bave defended the doctrines 
of materialism, and the suspension 
of human consciousness between 
death and a supposed resurrection 
at the Jast day: still I think their 
opinions are contrary to sound 
philosophy, to facts, and to the 
holy scriptures. 

The doctrine of materialism ig 
a difficult and cheerless doctrine : 
it is difficult as it obliges its advo- 
cates to prove a negative; and 
it is indeed a puzzling problem to 
prove that man has no soul; it is 
certainly a hardy undertaking and 
requires a doughty champion : and 
I think all that have attempted it 
have failed. And what should 
we gain by an admission of this 
doctrine that man has no soul? 
say rather what should we lose? 
I cannot help thinking of the words 
of Christ, though spoken in ano. 
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ther sense ** what shall it profit a 
man, if he gain the world, and lose 
his soul? 

The materialist’ teaches that 
The WHOLE BMIAN is 
pated at death:’? then have we 
not lost all? where is our identie 
ty? where is our consciousness? 
where is our hope of a future life? 
The materialist 
questions — by 


"» 


dissi- 


these 
7 }} iy hye ‘ 
a iY us l sat a 
transter of the same systems of 
feelings and habit to any system 
of matter, for he 1s not so absurd 
as to CNP cta resurrection of the 


abswers 


same body and a soul he believes 
there is none, will constitute iden. 
tity, and answer every moral pur 
pose: but this is very difficult of 
comprehension, and is a notion 
which | think tends to weaken 
and unsettle the religious principle 
in the minds of men, and must 
create some apprehension that the 
when extinguished 
may be never lighted up again. 
One argument against the exis. 


lamp once 


tence of the soul is, that we can. 
not form any distinct idea of its 
substance or its nature: nor dis. 
cern how it is connected with the 
body. And what do we know 
of the nature and substance of the 


air, of caloric, or the matter of 


heat, of light, of the electric, gal. 
vanic, or magnetic Huids? Yet 
we do not dispute their existence. 
What know we of the nature and 
substance of the deity? that un. 
seen power that reared up the 
mighty 
that has supported it to the pre. 
sent moment. We cannot discern 
his presence ; we cannot fathom 
his nature, nor ascertain his es. 
sence, yet we must acknowledge 
his existence, and his presence, for 
we see itin all his works Weare 
obliged then to acknowledge the 


fabric of the universe; 
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existence of one invistble bei 
who ts always with us, yet we 
carnotsee him. ‘The soul of man 
may be of a substance something 
sunilar to the Deity, and may 
oovern the body in a manner, 
though tufinitely less periect, yet 
similar to the mode in which that 
Invisible power governs the uni. 
verse. 

Our ignorance of the nature of 
the soul and the manner of Its Op. 
peration ought no more to lead us 
to dispute its existence than we 
would on the same ground dis- 
pute the existence of God, 

The materialist maintains that 
thought and perception are the 
mere result of a particularly or- 
ganized state of matter: butit is 
in the nature of things entirely In. 
conceivable and incredible that 
thought should arise from matter, 
however shaped or however its 
particles might be arranged : if this 
were the case it would be an 
amusing and interesting question 
to know ifa circle were wiser thana 
square? If the materialist should 
contend that a faculty or quality 
of thinking is superadded by the 
Deity to a system of matter; I 
either know not what he means, oF 
it isin eflect granting me all I cone 
tend for. There cannot be 4 
quality of thinking without a 
thinking being; a mere quality 
cannot have an abstract existence, 
whatever is a quality must be 4 
quality of some substance: We 
are obliged to associate im our 
minds the two ideas. If then 4 
faculty of thinking be superadded 
to matter, in order to constitute 
the man, there must also be add 
ed a thinking substance or bemg, 
which is all that I mean to com 
tend for. 


If the materialist, to be more 








Against Mat re 


consistent, choose to maiotain the 
former proposition, that thought 
and consciousness are merely the 
result of organization, I) cannot 
but think that be is still involved 
in insuperable difficulties, 

Matter is divisible, and consists 
of parts actually distinct. What- 
cver system of matter can be sup- 
posed to be conscious, it Is capa- 
ble ot being divided into several 
smaller parts, which will be as 
really distinct when laid or ce. 
mented together as when removed 
from each other. If any system 
of matter be conscious, it must 
either have a distinct conscious. 
ness in each smaller particle, or 
one consciousness resulting from 
the union of its several parts. 

There cannot be in each sys- 
tem a number of distinct consci- 
ousnesses, for that would suppose 
the mind of man to be made up 
ofan almost infinite number at 
distinct consciousnesses or think. 
Ing principles, 

An assemblage of various un. 
thinking parts, can never be sup- 
posed to make one thinking mass, 
so that thought should arise from 
the whole, and yet not exist in 
any given part. ** Here, there. 
lore, the advocates of materialism 
are involved in a most complete 
dilemma. Doth perception really 
and truly inhere in the particles 
which compose the organical sys- 
tem? Then is the human mind a 
mere assemblage of distinct and 
infinitely divisible percipiencies, 
which is &@ gross and palpable ab. 
‘urdity, Or, is perception the 
Property merely of the system, as 
such, without inhering in the 
sb ages Then is the 
a BoM whole absolutely 

y different from, and 


‘no ) 
t the sum or aggregate of the 
VOL, vu, 
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powers of all the parts; which is 
in express and dircet contradic. 
tion®.”” 

‘There seems to be in man a 
pow r oft Consciousness, which Is 
incapable of division, and which 
exists independent of the organs 
of sensation: a man may lose his 
arms, or his legs, or both, and 
yet be conscious of being the same 
identical being that he was betore : 
does not this very much tend to 
prove that we possess a power of 
consciousness which is one and Ine 
divisible; which, though it be pree 
sent in all parts of the body, Is in 
fact independent of any coiporeal 
part; that when any part or parts 
of the body are destroyed it ree 
mains unatlected, and that in the 
article of death this percipient fa- 
culty will remain unhurt and in 
the full vigour and exercise of its 
powers? 

Philosophers and medical men 
tell us, that we do not possess one 
particle of body that we possessed 
afew years ago; yet we know 
that our consciousness has remain- 
ed the same. ‘The process of ine 
crease and decay is continually 
going on in us, and the succession 
of new matter is accompanied by 
the destruction of the old, but the 
principle of consciousness we are 
certain sursives that destruction ; 
therefore may we not inter that it 
survives the death of the body al- 
together? ‘The destruction of the 
body may in no respect injure the 
thinking principle. We have in- 
deed many Instances of such 
unions of combinations in nature, 
where the desttuction of the one 
substance does nu way aflect the 
other. For instance, suppose you 
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* See Mr. Will am Belsham’s Essays, 
and Doddridge’s Lectures. 
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destroy or dissolve a body contain- 
ing a portion of the electric fluid, 

uu would not conclude that you 
ad destroyed the flu:d along with 
the substance that contained it: no, 
it would certainly fly off and es. 
cape all your art and all your 
power ; so in like manner, the dis- 
solution of the mortal body may 
in no respect injure the mind*. 

The doctrine ot mate ialism 
appears to be contrary to fact. It 
denies the necessity of any thing 
more than the visible structure of 


the brain to produce the act of 


thinking, In Consequence of per. 
ception ; but the contrary seems 
to be more probable, tor in the 
4th Volume of Memoirs of the 
Literary and Philosophical Socie- 
ty of Manchester, there is a very 
valuable paper by Dr. Ferriar, 
proving by evidence apparently 
complete, that every part of the 
brain has been deeply injured or 
totally destroyed without affecting 
the act of thought. I can only 
refer your readers to the paper it- 
self, in whieh they will find much 
curious and interesting matter, 
and a number of important cases 
supported by the most unexcep. 
uionable authority, which almost, 
it not alte gether, amount toa de. 
monstration that something more 
than the discernible organization 
of the brain must be requisite to 
produce the phenomena of think. 
ing. Any abridgement of the pa. 
per would weaken its reasoning, 
which, built onmatters of fact and 
experience, appears to me to have 
shaken the modern theory of the 
materialists to the very ‘founda. 
tion. But it is time to conclude 
my first letter, into which I have 





* Sce Fellowes’s Body of Theology, 
end Watson on a Future State, 


incorporated the ideas of differeys 
writers, and sometimes py rhaps 
in their own words, with only 9 
general acknowledgment, which 
it was Impossible to avoid, asl hav 
written from transcriptions and 
notes made at different times, and 
have not the books to refer to, 
In my next I shall make my 
uppeal to the New ‘Testament. _ 
| am yours, Xc, 
mS 


a 


A curwus Baptism, described and 
recommended by Dr. Adam 
Clarke. 

(Extracted from a Memoir of Mr. 
Thomas Tripp*, in the Methodist 
Magazine, for May 1811.) 

From Mr. Tripp I was favoured 
with many anecdotes, relative to 
the travail of his soul. ‘They are 
precious tome, from the mannet 
in which they were confided to 
me; and had they been known to 
my good friend Mr. Brownell, the 
writer of the preceding account, 
they would have been detailed to 
considerable advantage. I shall 
relate a short one, because I think 
it may be of usc. Some zealous 
Baptists, who placed full as much 
dependence on immersion as theit 
creed required, were continually 
teasing him with a profusion of 
such arguments as are generally 
used in favour of being dipped. 
At last the subject formed itsell 
into a powerful temptation, with 
which the peace of his mind was, 
fora time, considerably troubled. 
Though he was satisfied that he 
had both the shadow and the sub 
stance, the outward and visible 
sign, and the inward and spiritual 


a 
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« For an account of Mr TripPs see 
M. Repos. Vol. iv. p. 24% 
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qvace; yet he thought the best 
way to get rid of the temptation, 
and silence certain scrupulous cla- 
mours which had been excited in 
his mind, was to get dipped ; as 
he conceived that in this there 
could be no harm, and that alter. 
wards there could be no pretence 
for the continuance of thuse scru- 
ples, which should be thus met 
and silenced on thetr own ground. 
As his religious experience was 
well known, and he had at that 
time been of considerable standing 
in the chureh of God, he was 
afraid that ul this were known, it 
might be the means of stumbling 
others, and turning them out of 
the way. He could not expect a 
Baptist minister to do this private. 
ly tor him, as this was inconsistent 
with the end which they profess to 
have in view by ministering bap. 
tism. He at last thought of a 
method of dissolving the difficulty. 
Having made earnest prayer and 
supplication to God in his cham. 
ber, he walked down to the beach, 
which was very near his own 
dwelling, and having stripped 
himself, as if intending to bathe, 
he waded into the water to a 
considerable depth, and then 
said, “Thomas, I baptize thee in 
the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost;” 
and having so said, he dipped 
himself thrice over head, returned 
to the shore, and thus finally ter. 
minated the temptation, and the 
Ceremony to which it gave birth, 
I feel no scruple to recommend 
the same measure tO any person 
im the same circumstances; and 
advise them never to put them. 
selves in the hands of those, who 
Wish them to adopt their plan of 
“epusm, that they’ may exhibit 
them publicly, and thus glory in 
their flesh, 


On Societies for the Suppression 
of Vice. 
SIR, 

The following letter, which was 
lately addressed to a worthy 
friend on the subject of a propos. 
ed * Society for the Suppression 
ot Vice by criminal Informations,” 
in one of our large provincial 
towns, having been thought by 
several persons who have seen 1 
to contain some just and impor- 
tant observations, if this should 
appear to you to be the CASC, 
your giving ita place inthe Re. 
pository will be esteemed a fae 
vour, V.9. 

To Mr. H. B. 
March 28, 1811, 
“My Dear Sir, 

¢ As it was chiefly in compli- 
ance with your request, that I 
attended at your house on ‘Thurs 
day fortnight, [think it right to 
state to you the reasons which ine 
duce me, for the present at least, 
and till I see more clearly the ob. 
ject of the proposed * Society for 
the Suppression of Vice,’ to de- 
cline becoming a member of it. 
Indeed I have already sufiered 
inyself to be engaged in so many 


‘associations for public purposes, 


that I find it impossible, consis. 
tently with the duties J owe to my 
family, and my other connections, 
to take anactive part in any further 
scheme, however excellent.  Al- 
ready [ am conscious that I do 
not discharge as I ought the duties 
at present incumbent upon me, 
But with respect to the proposed 
establishment, I confess I have great 
doubts; though none which regard 
the motives of ibose who stand 
forward a its proposers. I doubt 
not that their intentions are excel. 
lent ; and the great object which 
they mean to promote has my 
warmest wishes. But I douby 
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whether the measures which they 
pt }« se alli likely to be successtul. 
That vice and disorder prevail in 
an alamniog degree, and much 
Consequ nt distress and InIsery, 
ali aust admits and, IT trust, 
that ther 


micct vou this evening, more dee 


Is no person who will 
sirous than I am to check, and, 
it po ssible, to supp ess those CVIIS. 
] tii | would }? hae preventis LO 
bor i) ~ 


prury ose ! chy l } he happy fo sce 


corrective remeales. 
‘ TT ' y | ile 
SOCIWCTICS TOTMCK 5 WiO SHOU CNe 
ease with cach other, and with 
" j ‘é . ’ ’ 

the world at large, * to walk each 
before his house with a periect 
heart, to Pi Up hits children, 
agudealse to instruct his other do. 
mestics, in the nurture and ad. 
momuonotthe Lord; with regard 
to the latter more paruculaily, to 
sufler none that worketh deccit to 
dwell within his bouse, but to 
encourage with his countenance 
the righteous of the land; and to 
endcavour to jead all the members 
{ | itis fil hy lo Ly a 4 lie SU. by 
J , 

Wise instructions and a good exe 

| ’ - 

ample, by encouraging a regard 
ta religious duties, both public 
ana pris 
ho opportunity of observing any 
deficiency in, or any thing ime 
proper or revolting in the discharge 
of, the religious exercises con- 
ducted by himself as the head of 
a family with regard to others, 
for his intimate asso. 
Chitcs those only who are observant 


ate, and by giving them 


‘ }, 
to CiOUOst 


Of Ll preee pts and rules of he 
Gospel, and to discountenance, 
by declining the intimate society 
of, all persons who glaringly Vide 
late them: that the continuance 
efsuch violations may be prevent- 
edin future, * to contribute, cach 
man according to his ability and 
opportunity, to encourage and 
promote the religious education of 


5 


On Socteties for the 





Sup resswon of Lice. 


the children of those. party ular. 


ly, who from their circumstane 
cannot easily procure it for th 
Otlspring, and to difiuse the know 
ledge of the Lloly s riptures 
among all classes of his fellow. 
With these views, his cor. 
cial COLOpt ration in such truly 
Christian and patriotic sche mes as 
the Improved British System oO} 
Mducatioen, the British and I 

reign Bible Seciety, and the se. 
veral Religious ‘Tract S CieUes, 
the Society for the Relicf of the 
lricndless Poor, or the Benevo- 
lent Association for the same pure 
pose*, Gin both of which it is the 
practice to accompany relict with 


men,’ 


religious and moral instruction), 
or if an association was formed to 
the protecuon, mstruction, and 
ultimate restoration to society, ot 
the unfortunate victims of lawless 
pleasure,—in any or all of these, 
his exertions would be strictly in 
the character of one sincere ly Con. 
cerned tor the temporal and etere 
nal welfare of his brethren of man. 
kind, 

** But when he proce eds to force 
men to be religious, he attempts 
that which ts beyond his power, 
Religion is a personal, and must 
be a voluntary thing, and cannot 
be promoted by pains and penal- 
ties. If aman is prevented from 
swearing by the fear of a fine, 38 
he on that account the less pro- 
fane; or is the drunkard cured of 
his intempe rance, or of any thing 
but the exposure of it, by the 
threat of the stocks ? The utmost 
that is accomplished in this way, 
is the prevention of the disgust 
excited in the minds of sober 
Christians, and the effect of their 
disgrace as a warning to the young, 
and these, it Is acknowledged, pacie 

* Charitable institutions in the tow® 
referred to. 
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important objects; nor would I, 
trerefcre. object to the enforce. 
ment of these penalties, provided 
were done impartially. But, 
ut this, is there not a dan. 


wilh 
ser, in many Cases, of confound. 
ing men’s ideas concerning the 
comparative enormity of crimes? 
To instance in the article of Sab. 
batheLbreakine. I trust that I am 
impressed with as deep a reverence 
for the Lord’s Day, with as ear. 
nesta desire tor its due observance, 
and with as full a persuasion that, 
if duly observed, it would be at. 
tended with the most important 
benetits to individuals and to so. 
ciety, as any person who shall be 
with you this evening ; and I would 
endeavour to promote these bene- 
fits, by carefully observingit myself, 
by encouraging its observance 
among all to whom my influence 
could extend, and by rendering its 
observance as agreeable and profit. 
able to all such as I could; I 
would particularly attend to the 
religious instruction of my child. 
ren and domestics on the evening 
of that day; and would not even 
allow, much less jcountenance, 
any visits of mere form or cere. 
mony, or any intercourse but 
What might be tarned cither to a 
religious or moral account, or else 
to the purposes of benevolence 
and chanty. But if I fine a poor 
man ten shillings, who, having re. 
ceived his wages late on a Satur- 
day night (a practice in masters 
Which it would be well for a so. 
Clety like that proposed to dis. 
fountenance) has no opportunity 
ol purchasing his family their Sun. 
day’s dinner tll the morning, or 


of enabling himself by the help of 


another to make that cleanly de- 
cent appearance on that day, 
which we all, I suppose, take care 
to make ourselves, by our own 
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help or by the assistance of a ser. 
vant: what must sech a man 
think, when, on coming forth 
with his family to jotn some reli. 
gious assembly, he sees a rich 
lord or commoner, openly and 
tumultuously breaking the sab. 
bath, by driving his coach and 
four from the door of one of our 
principal inns, while his humbler 
fellowecitizens are repairing to 
church? ‘What,’ he will say, ‘is 
this Society for the Suppresston of 
Vice, but a cobweb to catch 
small flies, while the wasps and 
hornets break through with ime 
punity ? 

“This, I fear, will appear still 
more glaringly the case ina still 
more lamentable instance. The 
miserable inmates of disorderly 
houses, are, it must be confessed, 
a dreadful nuisance to the public 
at large, and a too frequently fa. 
tal snare to the young and un. 
wary. The suppression of these 
shocking nurseries of disease and 
vice, of misery and destruction, 
both for the present and future 
world, is a consummation devoute 
ly tobe wished, Every thing that 
can be done, by early education, 
by earnest persuasion against vice, 
by encouragement of a return to 
virtue, I would most cordially re. 
joice and desire to join in, Nor 
would I wish to discourage a ree 
course to punishment, especially 
of those wretches who inveigle in. 
to the paths of vice the miserable 
objects of others’ lusts, and their 
own most wicked gam. But, alas! 
while the poor wretches theme 
selves are made the chief objects 
of shameful exposure, and too 
well deserved punishment, those 
who deserve punishment much 
more, those who have wickedly 
seduced, and afterwards abandon. 
ed them, and thus have turned 
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thei loos upon the world, as 
worse than Leasts of prey, escape 
unpunished, lhe laws, in tact, 
have, in such cases, provided no 
adequate puntisnment. Several 
ypostanecs Tocould name, if | durst, 
where these sceducers have been 
persous of eminence in. society, 
and have even sat on that bench 
Of justice, troin whieh, with a 
shametess effrontery, they have 
condemued their wretched accoMme 
plices to a do mm, which « usht to 
have fallen, and no doubt will 
one day tall, with @ ten-fold ven- 
geance on their own be ads. . 

*¢] theretore fear that the ate 
tempt to reform the public, by 
establishing an association of in. 
fi rmiers, against some offence S, 
while greater and more cnormous 
offenders will necessarily — slip 
through their bands, will not be 
attended with the wished-for ef. 
tects. | am = particularly led to 
suspect that this will be the case, 
in such hands as theirs who com. 
posed the mecting of the 14th in. 
stant. Most of them are know n 
to the world, under the character 
of dissenters, of one denomination 
or another: and here they step 
forward to inculcate religion and 
virtue by open force. But the 
weapons of our wartare ought to 
be spiritual, not carnal; they 
ought to consist in doctrine and 
example: here let us be as dili- 
cent and as carnest as we can. 
Besides, it becomes some of us, 
at least, to consider that there are 
many penal statutes against our. 
selves. With what face could I, 
for instance, put the act against 
blasphemy and profaneness in 
force against my neighbour, and 
compiain if he should, in his turn, 
entorce another clause of the same 
statute, by which ‘any person 
who shall deny any one of the 
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persons of tite Holy Trinity to he 
separately and = distinctly God, 
or shall maintain that there are 
more gods than one, shal! (ul. 
mately) become Incapable — of 
bringing any action, of being 
a guardian, executor, or legatee, 
and sufler three years IMprisone 
ment, without bail?’ This sta. 
tute, In my peor opinion, includes 
Withio its viipe ,every Treasonat \? 
being; but at any rate, £ am not 
one of those who can wish for its 
enforcement. Again, most of us 
who are ministers, have neglected 
to quality according to the 19th, 
George the Third; and yet any 
one of us not so qualified is lable 
to all the penalties of the Oxtord 
and Conventicle Acts, which those 
who know these acts, know to be 
neither few nor small. Ought we 
not then to be very cautious how 
we excite a malicious man to che 
force the execution of statutes 
whose penalties it is compulsory 
in the magistrate, upon informa. 
tion, to enforce? 

‘For these reasons I confess 
myself very doubtiul respecting 
the propnety of Associations for 
the Suppression of Vice,’ by the 
enforcement of penal laws. Let 
us do all we can against it by our 
instructions and ourexample ; but 
let us remember that religion is a 
personal and a voluntary thing, 
and that a man cannot be made 
virtuous by fine and imprisone 
ment, 

White I am writing this, there 
has come to my hands an excele 
lent discourse by a learned and 
worthy friend, with a reference 
to an important note in which I 
conclude this long letter. (Ser- 
mon at York, June 24, 1810, by 
C, Wellbeloved, note page 39.) 
* Associations of persons, actuated, 
I have no doubt, by the purest 














motives, have of late yeats been 
revived in this country, under the 
title of * Societies for the Discou- 
ravement and Suppresion of Vice,’ 


which have been the subjects of 


much ridicule and abuse. ‘They 
have too often exposed themselves 
to censure, by having had recourse 
to unjustifiable means of accom- 
plishing their end, shewn great 
partiaiity for offenders of high 
rank, and mistaken the objects 
which claimed their attenton. 
They have sometimes wasted their 
energies upon subjects with which 
they had no concern, and neg- 
lected some of the most efficacious 
means of public virtue. In the 
principle of such associations there 
is nothing surely censurable, but 
on the contrary much to be com- 
mended. The united powers of 
many can effect infinitely more 
than the solitary exertions of indi. 
viduals ; and to check the progress 
of vice, is of no less importance, 
than to provide an asylum for 
the sufferers by casualties, or 
medical aid for the diseased poor. 
But of all such associations it 
should be the fundamental prin- 
ciple, that it is the part of private 
bodies to prevent, rather than to 
punish, the commission of evil. In. 
stead therefore of labouring to con- 
vert the Lord’s Day into a Jewish 
Sabbath, of countenancing in- 
formers against petty criminals, or 
even Confining their exertions to 
the destruction of the haunts of 
debauchery, such societies, it ap- 
pears to me, would be better em- 
ployed in rescuing every child 
within their reach from a state of 
‘ghorance ; in endeavouring to 
infuse a spirit of sobriety amongst 

© poor; in devising and in exe 
*cutiog plans for the encourage. 
ment of frugality and decency of 


Address of the Deputies, 1792. 
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appearance among females in the 
lower orders of the community > 
in collecting and dispersing tracts, 
calculated to shew the criminality 
and the danger of all unlawtul 
Gesires, and to teach the art of self- 
government; in striving fo impress, 
upon the minds of those in’ high 
life, and upon heads of families in 
general, the alarming consequences 
which must follow from the pree 
sent dissipation of manners, aud 
the ceaseless round of galeties, by 
which the comfort and the calm. 
ness of domestic lite are so cenee 
rally interrupted or destroyed: in 
short, in ditiusing the knowledge 
of duty, supplying as much as 
possible the means of discharging 
it, and providing encouragements 
to enter and to pursue the path 
of vittue. What good man could 
withhold his applause or his coe 
operation from associations formed 
uponsuch principles, and occupied 
in such labours of benevolence ?? 
I am, 
Dear Sir, 
Very faithfully Yours.” 
ee 

Address of the Deputics and Del. 

egates of the Protestant Dis- 

senters, 17 Y2, 

Ata meeting of the Deputies 
and Delegates from the Protestant 
Dissenters of England and Wales, 
appointed to obtain the Repeal of 
the Test Laws, at the King’s-Head 
Tavern, in the Poultry, London, 
on the 30th day of May, 1792: 

Resolved unanimously, 

Tuar the chairman be desired 
to sign the following Address, and 
that the same be printed, 


ADDRESS TO THE PROTESTANT 
DISSENTERS OF ENGLAND AND 
WALES. 


We, the Deputies and Dele- 
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416 Address f 


ates from the Protestant Dissent. 
ers of England and Wales, ap- 
point dto obtain the re pe tl of the 
fest Laws, cannot adjourn our 
meetings for this year, without 
addressing our Constituents on the 
spec itic ol jectol ourappointment, 
and on other objects, which ape 
pear to us to be immediately 
connected with the general inte. 
rests of Protestant Dissenters ; to 
which the ereat Cause of ne Toe 
liberty is so « los ly united. 
W hike we have endear 


promete the union of dissenters, 


oured tO 
upon the grand prin iples which 
are common to them all, by CK. 
pressing, 1 the most public mane 
ner, a s\ mpathe lic re eaurd for our 
sullering brethren at Birmingham, 
we have not been inattentive tothe 
important purpose for which we 
were constituk d . have wished 
again to &@gitate the repeal of the 
Test Laws, and to presenta claim 
so reasonable as ours to the jus. 
tice of a British House of Com. 
moos: nor Should we have hesi. 
tated to lnprove even the shohtest 
appearance of atavourable Oppore 


tunity, Knowing that the cause of 


reason and justice cannot suffer 
by the severest discussion: but, 
when we considered that the flame 
ol bigotry, which lately ravaged 
one part of the kingdom, was not 
yet extinguished ; and when we 
recoll cted the various prejudices 
excited by —misrepresentations 
among our countrymen at large, 
prejudices which time and a more 
just observation alone can remove; 
we were convinced, that the case 
of the Protestant Dissenters, re. 
specting the ‘Test Laws, was not 
likely to gain ap impartial atten. 


tion during the present session of ; 


Parliament, and we are confirmed 
in this opinion, by observing the 














































{ ié Deputies, 1792. 


il-success of a wise and vir 
altemptto rescue the Statute-2. 
of our country trom t! 


of laws so oppressive and i 
that, even in the judgment ot 
supporters, they ought n 
be ene cuted.— Oi this o¢ 
we cannot forbear to express 
alarms at the present situation ot 


religious liberty i this country, 


and = the precarious f nr 
which we all hold the inv: 
nights of conscience; ler, 

the Protestant Dissent 
lately joined inthe petition t 
Ilouse of Commons tor the re 
of certain penal laws, (which re 
peal even our enemies had tore 
merly acknowledged to be neces 
sary to render toleration come 
piete,) it may fairly be presumed, 
that many were persons immedi- 
ately obnoxious to the severity ot 
those laws, yet we are pe rsuaded, 
that our brethren of every theolo- 
gical opinion, must feel an impor. 
tant interest in this question; even 
the Christian, who believes the 
doctrine which some of those laws 
were designed to support, may 
tremble for the existence of his 
religious liberty, While it de pt nds 
on an accidental coincidence with 
the faith of the established church, 
and not on the unaiienable nght 
of every man to examine religion 
freely, to form his own © pinionss 
and to ditluse them in the world 
with a zeal proportioned to his 
sense of their importance. 

To claims, founded on a Mg ht 
so sacred, nothing has been op. 
posed but the plea of « xpedicncys 
un argument weak in the judg. 
ment of reason, however lel 
midable in the hand of powers 

ind we were sorry to observe this 
argument © ffered by perso ns who 


sO lately declared, in the mos’ 











Address of the 


public manner, that every man 
should be at lib rty to profess an { 
to defend his religious . pinions ; 
or that this hoo rty ought not to 

solicited as a matter of favour, 
a demanded as an act of pustice. 

In circumstances so serious, 
when even the lowest idea of 1 Se 
eration is abandoned, and white 
the encimies of dissenters are en- 
dk avouring fu Sep irate, upon the. 
slogical questions, men who have 
other great Interests In Common, 
we feel it asa duty we owe to our 
Coustituents, tO press on there at. 
tention the nece sity of an union 
among themselves, and a cordial 
intercourse with all the friends 
of rel vious liberty of every de- 
scription. . . 

We have uh lerstood, with 
Much satisfaction, that our bre. 
thren, dn several counties, hav: 
raed subscriptions and appointed 
committees to circulate sma// 
fracts in sup po tf a) re lrpa ms liber 
ty, and we earnestly recominend 
he example to the imitation of 
the Dissenters in genernl. As we 
believ that the ba ftracne f know. 
ledge must at last be superior to 
all the. Pposition of lenorance and 
Prejudice, at will be our ardent 
desire under CVeTY pres nt dis. 
Courazement, to scatter the sceds 
of iastruct ons; and, whether the 
harvest arise in our days or these 
ef our posterity, we cannot lose 
the honour and the Satisfaction of 
kaviny laboured in the ficld. 

And here we ri mark, with 
pleasure, some appearances fa. 
Yourable to our cause, in the 
spirit of justice and reason, mani. 
fested In the Writings of some ds. 
Ohew@ed Characters of the 
tina England, and in the 

» publicly expressed by 


many rspectable members of 
= i Vi. 


Deputie ‘, 179 


both Tlouses Parliament: at 
t! came time, we are p rsucded 


that a consigerable number of 


clersy and laity in the established 
church are equ lly aesirous that 
the religious community, to which 
they be lone, may be delivercd 
from such weak and diseraceful 
upports as restrictug laws, which 
or ind: eoone bud focmzens at 
the « XN poncee of another; aad Js nal 
statutes on subjects of religion, 
by which man arrogates to hime 
self the prerogative of bis Creator, 
and uffeets to say to the human 
atellect, ** bhtherto shalt thou go, 
but no farther.” 

While we contemplate — these 
Hp pearances witch Hs) ec hope 
amidst varrous cdiscourdus ments, 
and especially when we observe, 
that the public mand is now die 
rected) to) qu stions of veneral 
policy and subjects most important 
to man as a momber of society, — 
we think the pertod is advancing, 
when itw'll no longer be inquired, 

specting the candr!ate for eivil 
employ ment. what he betleves on 
atte | mcal SUL}! cloout what are 
luis abilities for the scrvice ot his 
country. 

Yer, however these hopes may 
be disappotnted, and our POSSCSS= 
ion of just and equal loerty be 
deterred, we are now chiefly so- 
licitous that our rights may 
generally unuerstood, as an ime 
|) itans step towards the tttaine 
ment ofthem:; and thatthe Profcs. 
tant Dossenters, who (uk: allbmen 
that think for themselve -) must be 
divided by # varicty of opinions, 
may be ever united as the friends 
of civil ind religious liberty, the 
firm supporters of just government, 
the patrons { useful know] dye, 
and the benefactors of dieiek,* 

M., DODSON, Chairman. 
3H 
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hant: 


that the idea of intiny 
necessarily involves that of infinite 
benevolence, then will the ration. 
al Theist have a well. 
conviction, thatiut he exist at all 
hereatter he wall ! . 
Now, when we ) 


iChCce OF ¢ 


by procuring ft 
y } 
preponaecl Ce OL f 

] | 
\ anal it, | . ‘ \ 
Gil gd of esil to ¢ { 
found necessary mere ent in its 
COMPOstulen § by SS. 
the CONnVICUON OF A | OWCT, 
Is necessary before the. rT! 


can be induced 3 and consequently 
where power is Infinite, Weakness, 
aud malevolence must be ¢Xe 
and the Universal Father 


' ] = Y | 
Stands contest aot 


car, 


} } 
clude is 


] 
CpPoticss 9 


I have salad tna Ss a ve 
ary constituent of 1 evolel : 
this will appear evident when we 
consider that fea pride 
spect, ‘‘ hatred is th thought i 
the pain which any thing 1s apt 
to produce in us,’) and malesoe 
lence is hatred directed towards 4 


SC] 


itient beme. We according!) 


find amon mankind, that ew 


preaces become tyrant ihe) 
dread conspirators ; most men in 
civilized ciety wh e Conscle 
ous Of superior strengt are £ a 
natured : and it is among savag™ 


] . ! orf e 
wiose mcans ‘ su «stele 
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On the J 
efances O1 cruelty. It wy be ob. 
ected tO (UIs that many exercise 


iry towards objects whith they 


cannot possibly fear. Domitian, 


for instance, frequently impaled 
flies on a bodking and boys som 


si 
times pluck live sparrows. As to 
the first iustance, there is no 
doubt that the act of inflicting 

. - Dale as ae _ ther ac we 
pDialh Way. biine every iy icl action, 
degenerate Into a habit; my rea 
soning will not be tnavalidated if we 
can trace it to fear in its origin: the 
second instance proceeds from i¢- 
jorance: boysare unconscious that 

“ The beetle which they tread upon, 
In corporal suffering, feels a pang 


' , 
As great as when a giant dies. 


And in the case instanced, — the 
best lecture that can be read them 
is to pull a few hairs violently 
from their own heads. 

It may be asked, perhaps, since 
God is both infinitely powerful 
and infinitely benevolent, why 

is he permitted pain in his crea. 
von? But those who pui this 
question do not sufficiently ana. 
lyse the idea of pleasure, which 
will be found to be nothing abso. 
lute, but the result of a compa. 
rson of sensations ; and, of course, 
Without the suffering of pain the 
enjoyment of pleasure is incon. 
ceivable ; so that the leading us, 
his children, the mere creatures 
of his will, the very instru. 
ments of his ope rations. through 
a diversity of conditions, in or. 
der to procure for us ultimate 
felicity, instead of being regarded 
45 a want of power or goodness, 
's to be classed along with those 
humberl ss instances of desien, 
exhibited in the economy of ant. 
mals, vegetables, and planets, 
and without which we would have 
10 afgument to urge against the 
Atheist, ‘That pleasure results 


Ted 


| ~ oe eas 
Henhevolence. 410 


merely from a comparison of sen- 
salions i evident, Irom thi delight 
which the simple act ol Turning 
or bending a jomt occasions, when 
we have been long ol yar d to ie 
on one side, or to keep our limbs 
extended, 

[tmay be farther asked, why 
does the Deity allow such a dite. 
rence among men? We sce one 
man descending to the grave “ like 
ashock of corn in his season,” tull 
of days, of honours, and of cone 
sc1ous rectitnu . *S every Car that 
hears him blesses him, every eye 
that sees him gives witness to him ao 
whilst another is a miscrable outs 
cast, the victim of disease, the 
den of every bad passion, the 
curse of every one who knows 
him, ‘“*hateful and hating.’? 
But this diversity of means, which 
the Deity makes subservient to 
the same end, ought rather to ine 
spire us with sublime Conceptions 
of his power, than with doubts of 
his benevolence; as his making 
one vege table to thrive in the frie 
id,and another in the torrid zone, 
is justly regarded as a proof of the 
former attribute. 

In concluding, 
to adopt and extend the language 
of Dr. Blair, a writer far above 


give me leave 


all praise. ‘* By the sadness of 


the countenance, the heart of the 
sufferer ts made better, he is trains 
ed up to fortitude of mind, ime 
proved in humanity to men, and 
tormed to the habits of devetion 
and resivnation to God; at the 
same time it is only @# need be 
that he is le ft for (@ season ai hea. 
UINCSS > If it be certain that all 
lis good, it follows 
no super. 


thines work to 
of course, that there 
fluous severity, no necdtess or une 
necessary trouble to bim in the 


constitution of things; his afthe. 
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4006 On the Character of Epaphroditus. 


tiohs never be fal without a CAUSC, 
nor are sent but upon a propel 
errands; these storms are neve 
allowed to tise but in orde! to 
dispel some noxious vapours. and 
to vestore salubrity to the moral 
atinosphere, Tere appears, i 
Wwe may be allowed so to spt ak. 
th. wondertul art and skill of the 
supreme arhucer, the profound 
al | ith of the divime wisdon , mek 
tracing from distresses and sor. 
rows the matenuls of peace and 
felicity: nor are only the external 
Calamitics cf men subservient to 
this purpose, but ther internal 
infirmities, them very farlings and 
errors, are made by the powerful 


influc nee of God to contril ute of, 
timately to their voods: thes are 
thereby instructed in the koowe 
he dee of thomsclwes, they aj 
perly humbled by the ‘dis very 
of therr own weakness, and train. 
ed to that beeonmne ‘| tit Ol Con 
trition and returning repentance 
Which is represented as giving joy 


tothe anecls in beaven He who 
maketh the wrath of man to praise 
him, Is not deficient i wisd m 
and power, tO dak the fatungs 


of his children, im this imperfect 
state of luman nature, redcund 
at last to his own glory and te 
their good.” 


ZiER 
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BIBLICAL CRITICISM, 


AND 
INQUIRIES AND DISQUISITIONS ON ECCLESIAS- 


TICAL HISTORY. 


On the Character of Fpaphroditus. 
Seneca and Epaphroditus, men 
hiehly distioguished by their vir. 


} 


tue and talents, a urished in the 
court of Nero, when Paul was the 
prisoner of that emperor; and it 
is a matter of some moment to 
know whether the doctrine which 
the apostle taught made any im- 
pression on the understanding and 
heart of those men. 

In the letter which he sent from 
Rome to the Philippians, ii, 25. 
Paul thus writes, ** Yet I supposed 
it necessary to send to you Epa- 
plroditus, my brother and c Mpa 
monin labour, and tcllowesoldier, 
but your messenger, and he that 
ministered to my wants. For he 
Jonge d att ryou all. and was full or 
he ivimess because thatye had heard 
that he had been sick. For ine 
deed he was sick nigh unto death: 


but God had merev on him; and 
neton him, but on me also, lest 
I should have sorrow Upon Sore 
row, I sent him theretore the 
more carefully, that when ye see 
him again ye may rejoice, and 
that [may be the less sorrowtul. 
Receive him therefore in th Lord 
with all gladness, and hold such 
in reputation : because tor the 
work of Christ he was nigh unto 
death, not regarding lis lite te 
supply your lack of service (We 
ward me.’? ‘Towards the begite 
ning the writer asserts that the 
Gospel was made known all the 
paluce, and at the close he pre- 
sents the salutation of some that 
had become Christians im te 
household of Nero. In the above 
paragraph it is clearly impli d thai 
L-paphroditus hazarded his life te 
supply such things as the apostle 








ty his confinement wanted; hence 
he calls Lim ** minister of bis 
wants.’ This danger Epaphro- 
ditus must bave incurred from th 
great adversary of the apostle, 
nana ly, Nero. But bow could 
this draw upon Epaphroditus the 
resentment, or even the notice of 
Nero, unless be was known to 
him? It is natural th refore to 
conclude from the language of the 
apostle, that Epaphroditus was in 
the number of those noble con. 
verts. who, as Paul insinuatcs, 
formed a little church in the 
household of that cinperor. 

Now this conclus.on ts substan. 
tiated by Suctonius and D. Cas. 
sius. ‘The first of these writers 
in hislite of Domitian, ¢«. 14, has 
words to this effect: © Domitian 
capitally condcmned Epaphrodi- 
tus, his secre lary, because Nero, 
alier the loss of his power, was 
supposed to have been assisted by 
him an destroying himself, Fi- 
nally, Flavius Clement, bis own 
cousin, but a man of the most 
despicable inertness, he on a sud. 
den, and on very slight suspicion, 
pullo death, when he had searce. 
ly laid down the consulship,” 
Dio (Lib. 77. 14.) more fully 
speaks of this transaction. ** In 
this year Domitian slew many 
ethers, and among them the con- 
sul Flavius Clement, though bis 
wn cousin, and married to De- 
mitilla who was also his relation ; 
against both these was alleged the 
Crime of impiety, which others 
Ncurred in consequence ot having 
Precipiiately gone over to the 
Jewish institutions. Of these, 
some were put to death; others 
were di prived of their property : 
but Domitiila Was only banished 
to Pandateria. k.paphroditus also 
@ treedman of Nero, whom he 


On the Character of Epaphroditus, 


had before banished, he they 
slew.” 

From these accounts we may 
conclude in the first place, that 
Clement, Domitilla, and many 
Others here said to have suflered, 
were converts to Christianity, and 
suffered on that account. ‘The 
lirst object: which the early cone 
verts bad at heart was to bring 
the Pagan gods into contempt. 
Hlence they were accused of éme 
pre fy or atheism. As the spirit of 
paganism was blended not only 
with the pleasures. but with the 
busine sses of lie, Lhiose who em. 
braced the re ligion of Jesus were 
maduecd 
haps unnecessarily) to withdraw 


(in some instances pere 
not only from the amusements, 
but from the duties of sociely. 
For this reason they were charged 
(as Clement is here by Suetonius) 
as men of the most despicable ine 
ertness. 

We here see, in the second place, 
an instance of Christianity going 
under the name of Judaism so late 
us the second century ; and if 
pagan writers call the Gospel by 
this appellation, we are not to be 
surprised at seeing itso called by 
Josephus, who in common with all 
other Jewish believers, considered 
the region of Christ as no other 
other than the religion of Moses 
refined and perfected, 

In the third place, we may infer 
that Epaphroditus was in the pum. 
ber of those who had received the 
faith, and reaily suffered on that 
account. Both Suetonius and 
Dio place his death with Clement 
and the other Christians, and the 
reasons which they assign for his 
punishment are net only contra- 
dictory, but evidently lalse and 
frivolous. ‘Tbe tormer asserts 
that he was slain for assisting 
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of Ner ‘ i I) i} sltt I 
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Spent me it! i yoars 1 (lie 
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\ nthe SCT V it to i bli Lil, 
L} » Cl rol eaten 1 fol { it 
vibbasive iitnns A Cause ol 5 
' ‘ 
a ill I vd t ti Gi CClle 
‘ / ; ’ 
ii \ t if Sud a % ti 
was ho other than his inhenxibie 
} ; +) ? ’ 
attachment to the Gospel. But 
’ 
l Wit li neither of tuese bhis- 


forians mcntion his conversion to 
Christianity; Epaphroditus was 
AR man cml TU ci] tinguished by 
h virtu i talents, and it Is 


evident that thes Pacan writers 
C] l the ( lan name he 
Au [ Character, The CON. 
duct of Si s particularly 
deserving ci attention.  lHaving 
lived in those times when prejue 
qices il nist thy er pet were 
most strong, he has only slightly 


touched on the subject. Clement 
] said nly tou have been pul to 
death on shioht suspicion, lle 
does net say that he was accused 
of afhersm, or that he had ards nily 
embraced the Jewish religion, 01 
that his wite and many besides 
Sulicred under that accusation. 
But Dio who lived a century ate 
terwaids is explicit in stating 
thes wee is: and at cannot 
be doubted but that to the sam 
sullen hatred agaist Christ and 
his Cuuse, we owe th Irsience Tee 
specting the convers! { E:paphro. 
ditus, Epaphroditus, or more 






ap ‘ , 
briefly pay iras, was at a 
} 
save. nN xt «lt Pree a 
the secretary or mt fe) N 
bles Wwe ' ' 
ACTICE | ( ‘ i \ | . 
! Ltive race ie | +! 
Tk } ‘ ° sill } ts 
the Christians at ( F na. 
phras OralS SOTNC Cl } it’s fj - 
phro lttus) YOUR COUNTRY, ; 
I 
] } > + 
a stave of Chri t, Salule \ 
Llere the it} i 1} ( \ | 5 
} ] 
to | DC) t Sialy i f - 
per r, bul ( \ | Vay 
' 
thal i] i pi i 
aid «al LiiVé Oi ( ‘ \ } 
| ] «+ |? 
hie ti d sal « i) i } 
aie] st ' = i 
Lhit SCTVi 4 Ol i ( hy i o 
} ’ , 
is truly and faith t 
ol Litlih WilOst SCUV IA ‘ t 
] i . 
freedom, 
I now return to th Wy ve in 
which the apostle bears tis testi. 


MOowy » II Phil | ich id ia Cl- 
Ing this great and good man, and 
here We may det ct some iat 


absurdities. as the words ol 

Writer are represented In ail ¢ 

modern versions. hE. papurogilus 
‘ 


was “Stull of heaviness,’ or ace 


cording to the original (a@oxugvw 
“was stub With anguish,’ bee 
cause forsooth they bad heard he 
had been sick. [It might be ale 
? ‘ +] } | 1) \ sr\T 
iowcd that tbe ps pic Of iii Py 


were full of heaviness, woen they 
bye ird that E }) aphroditus Was SICK, 
but itis an unmeanip z ust of lane 
vuage to ay that lk. “papa nro hius ’ 
when now recovered, was guinaur 
ly atilicted or stung with anguish 
because they had he ard oi bb 


SICKHICSS, bx stale S, 1§ they felt ai 
fot 
ry 


this tenderness and concern 
lL: pay hroditus, Was it necesse 
lor the aposth to advise the! tO 
receive him in the Lord, ané & 
regard him with esteem? Does 
not this advice rather imply that 


{ ' ie 
hey were disposed {QO Tees 
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at all, and io treat him, and 
as resembled him, with cou. 


Ppa oot bY 
o pla ice the words ©) 
our ap ae in their true, which 
is an important, light. When 
the Gospel was first) announc- 
ed to the heathen world, every 
convert was expected to with. 
draw from such. situations or 
employm« nts in the state as were 
deemed 1n consistent with the pure 
spirit of the Gi spel. This is what 
the consul Clement did: and 
thus he incurred the accusation of 
the most despicable inactivity. 
Eb pap hrodrtus from different views 
pursued a different conduct, Not- 
withstanding his conversion he 
remained at his post, in the ser- 
vice of Nero, thus giving una. 
voidable offence to such Chris- 
tians in Rome and other places as 
had ; ly knowledge of him: and 
the Ph Hipplans it seems were in 
the number of those who suspected 
Oraccused him of duplicity and 
Weakness. ‘The apostle Paul, with 
Whose concurrence, and probably 
With whose advice, he acte: 1, un- 
derto kK his det Bce 5 and in this 
interesting light the above pas- 
save is to be considered, ‘The term 
109s 472, he was sick, means to 
be weak either in mind or in b ody, 
and the writer, agreeably to a 
custom familiar to him and other 
eastern authors, uses it in the 
same place, firstin a me taphorical 
and then in a literal sense. See 
Mat. viii. 22, Rom. iv. 19, 
Hence, verse 26 should be thus 
rendered: “ Tle is full of anguish 
because ye heard that he is weak, 
and indeed he is weak, being by 
sickness nj, ch unto death.” Epa- 
Phroditus was naturally anxious to 


9 
~ 


nd thre Oth r 


Cc! rehes, ( conduct 
id Ly 1) mMiscon \ ] and Cia 

ired. Llenes I | Pilhhe wae and 
| Tce ' th ii ‘ st] it) \ if} 


his favours and hence too the 
propre ty of the Qamonwion to res 
ccive himoaun the Lord with clade 
ness, and to li tf him and others 
like him in esteem, ‘There were 


’ 
}» rons at Rome 


b J 
who were loud in ther profession 
of the Gospel in’ sea i (rane 
quillity nd Cal * Ni - 
CAM silent or (] i il cs of 
trial. pap! btu Was a than 
of acharacter the reverse of this, 
Ile court dl ho eau TOF S I Hil ide 
no vain boast of | prol ons 


but remained at his post tll such 
opportunities OCCUTTCQ as called 
upon him to honour and sup ort 
the cause ot Christ: und the 
apostle calls upon the Philippians 
to receive and to respect him as 
aman of deeds and not of mere 
words, In opposition to those who 
were menot words and notot de 

\s the empercr was at tl head 
of the army, every man in bis 
household was virtually a soldier, 
and in this respect as we Il as ru 
his office of manister, DO Common 
odium had attached to Epaphros 
ditus; and to remove or to soften 
this odium, the up istle st ith great 
dexterity calls him a fellow-sol. 
dier with me, a minister of my 
wants, Which terms are contraste 
ed with the offices which Epaphro. 
ditus was known to sustain in the 
court of Nero. As the Philippians 
presumed to censure l.papbro. 
ditus, the ‘ap stle reminds them 
that at the risk of his lite, he had 
supplied to his friend in bonds 
vhat their inattention or unkind. 
ness had suffered him to want. 
‘* For the work of Christ he was 
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VOUT 


i 
Th) 
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ky hos rauk and and 
whose gor mind was in pertect 
uoison wilh Paul a lL.) puro. 
ditus in reg { C hiristianity. 
lhis was J sc) Ss a2 man cole. 
brated tor lis ll asa neral. 
his uttarmments as a | 


his Zeal in Sup} ing that Spl- 
ritual syst of Judaism to which 
E.papiaroditus had become a cone 
vert. and insu port of whieh the 


} ) 


aposti lad lat ly died, Between 


twosuch men no common fiiend. 


Ke ly to form dl > and 


alter twenty years intimacy and 
CO. pe ration in the sate creat 
cause, th ar wish lastorian thus 
speaks of his friend: ** Ther 
were some Who trom their par. 
bial \ fol S history encouraged 
me to ¢ nail, and @specia ly 


LPAPHROPITUS, @& Man versed 


4 , | ‘Ff 
aneevery bianca of iterature, 


oul 
’ 
more knowledge 


CU) LLL Tay se it 


‘7, , a ) 
Lbiahi . ahlid 


aruicularlyinthe 
of history; as having 
engaged in Important 
experienced many vicissitu les of 
fortune; mall which he has dis. 
Pp! ivi d a mind wonde rfully pr We 


ertul, rel an rradie cible attache 


ment to the Ci 


, " " 
instruction and example invite al] 
" have the means to envage in 
Whatever Is I urat { 1 USCe 


ful, I 


with more ati 


pi Ce dead ne: this subject 


d CislOoD 5 


, 


icrilty and 


being not besides unmindtul of my 
ancestors who cheerfully in part. 


ed w all the knowledge of these 


haracler oO 











































f Fraphrodiius. 


things, nor of th 

Cust " 
established amu Ne wus,’ Intro- 
ductron to the Jexwtsh A figueties, 

On this passage T shall content 
mysell 
burst. 
that be was encouraved to 
lias Antijurdteys i th 


With two observations, 


Jeovse plus hi reo buisinuates 
Write 


. t y 
, ¢ 


many who had a partiality tor 
thorr writings, and that i under. 
taking this great work, | haa 
resard tu those Grecks or hea. 
thens who wel eaver two know 
the Jewish institutions By these 
Jose plus Must iCal Loose pagans 


who had cmbiaced the Jewish 
scriptures, as interpreted by Jesus 
and those 


who resisted th S 


his followers; tor al 


refined J 


Wish to 


the writngs of the Jows, 


! 
FOTN 


so far from havin 


know 


any 
treated that nation and their Write 
the 
nor can a single o¢ ptile, trom the 


resurrection of Christtor a century 


ings with 


utmost Conte Inpt: 


attcrwards, be pointed out who 
had any predilection ter Judaism 
but as it was proclain cd to the 
world by the apostles, It is iM. 
plicd, moreover, in the words of 
Josephus, that I paphr iitus Was 
the Greeks 
who were eager for Jewish 


in number of the 

the 
Institutions ; aud thus does Jose- 
as Suetonius and 
him with Clement 
and others who had embraced the 
Gospel. Secondly, the words of 
Josephus in a r markable manner 
characte rize I paphroditus as the 
ninister of Nere , asa convert to 
Christianity, and as having risen 
to great eminen his talents 
and virtue. As the minister 0 
Ni ro, and, as it app ars, Ol Do- 
mitian, he had been pers sally 
ile 


well 
Dio, connect 


phus, as 


cS \ 


cigaged in great affairs, or 10 
iad. : . ‘ed an 
fairs of state. He displayee 4 


» 





¥ 


rt 


- Jee 


tnflexible attachment to the cause 


of virtue, as having in the face ot 


acrueland corrupt court embraced 
a hated religion, and continued 
through a long series of years to 
adorn it by his principles and 
conduct, unawed by ignominy 
and persecution on one hand, 
and unseduced on the other by 
the allurements of pleasure. Fi- 


nally, he experienced variou 
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vicissitudes of fortune, since though 
born aslave, he rose in the seat of 
Empire, to freedom and to power, 
Residing in the palace for so many 
years, he must have suflered many 
fluctuations, from the caprices of 
his despotic masters. And before 
he was at length putto death, was 
first banished and again recalled 
by Domitian. x 
THEOLOGUS. 
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Dudley Resolutions. 


Atanumerous Annual Meeting . 


of Protestant Dissenting Ministers 
and other Gentlemen, held at 
Dudley on Whit-Tuesday, June 
ath, 1811. 


The Rev. James Ilews Brans- 
BY in the chair. 

It was resolved, 

I, That it is expedient for us to 
declare the sentiments which truth 
and gratitude have dictated, on 
occasion of a recent and interest. 
ing event, 

II. That the bill lately intro. 
duced into Parliament by the 
Right Honourable Lord Viscount 
Sidmouth, had no favourable 
aspect towards Protestant Dissent. 
ers, but, on the contrary, was 
calculated to be in various ways 
vexatious and oppressive. 

IIL. That the practice of apply- 
ing for licences under the Tolera. 
tion Act, merely as exemptions 
from civil and military duties, has 
been justly discountenanced by 
all classes of Dissenters : and that 
the instances in which such ap- 
plications have been made and 
granted, are not such, either for 
VOL. Vi, 


¥ s ®.» 
7 arteg TAU. Per tot 


i ‘ 14 wmnte od ee. oe 4, LD Bice 
pment NW2>, f Sefe? 1811 Af 95—yhy. Prvtect 


“~leif 
- 


“y AS. ba fig . 


number or importance, as, in oui 
judgment, to call tor legislative 
interference. 

IV. ‘That, in common with our 
brethren through the empire, we 
are largely indebted, and with are 
dent gratitude, would declare the 
obligation, to the efforts of the 
public bodies of Protestant Dis- 
senters, the Methodists in the con- 
nection of the late Rev. John Wes- 
ley, and other friends to religious 
liberty, in the metropolis, in oppos 
sition to the Bill. 

V. That we contemplate with 
the most grateful feelings the ree 
jection of it by the House of Lords ; 
and rejoice that the loyalty and 
good conduct of Protestant Dis. 
senters were not attempted to be 
impeached, and that intolerance 
has received no encouragement in 
that august assembly. 

VI. ‘That it is the subject of our 
pleasing reflection that the said 
Bill was not introduced or support. 
ed by his Majesty’s confidential 
servants. 

VIJ. That our thankful acknow. 
ledgements are particularly due 
to the Right Honourable- Earls 
Stanhope and Grey, and Lords 
31 


é -, th cacotots b. ores 
































































Se en ee 





3s 
- - 
* opm es 8 eer 
ot = 





Touleration Act. 


Hloliand and Erskine, for their Resolved,—That the thanks cf 
bles zealous and cfherent resist. the meeting be given to the chair. 
ance to the intended ict, and for nan, for his able and atleniave 
their manly declarations and un- conduct in the chair. 

answerable reasonings in behalf of 


religious liberty. 


~~» 


Resolutions of the Wesleyan Meth. 


Viil. That the assistance o ne. +e 
5 odist Aanisters, at Liverpool. 


rousl, aftorded to the Protestant 
Dissenters by his grace the Duke Ata Meeting of the Regular 
ot Nortolke the Most Noble the Methodist Ministers, i the con. 
Marquis of Lansdown and the Bection of the late Rev. Joba 
Right Honourable Earls Moira, Wesley, stationed at present in the 
Lauderdale and Rosslyn, in the Manchester District, and as. 
upper House ot Parlian ent, ought Sembled at Liverpool! on Thursday, 
lo be rein bored and acknuwe Muay 23, 1811. 

loed with lively gratitude, It was unanimously resolved, 

iX. ‘That the declaration of I. That liberty of conscience, 
our venerable sovereign, on bjs comprehending the freedom of 
aceession. bis uniform care ** fo public assembhes for religious 
maintain the toleration inviolable,” worship and instruction, in stich 
the fact that during his rein no forms, and under such teachers 
legislative provisions and decie #8 men shall for themselves ap. 
sions have restricted, and that Preve, 1s the inalienable right of 
some have extended. this tolera. ll mcn ; and that in the peaceable 
tion, ond the well-known charace ¢Xercise of this right, as well as of 
ter and enlarged views of the illus. the further right of peaceably coms 
triots Prince Regent, give us the MUnicating their own religious 
cheernye expectation that religious Views and opinions to all who are 
freedom will continue to. be pro. willing to hear them, they are not 
tected and advanecd by the house JUstly amenable to the authority 
f Brunswick. ; of the civil magistrate. 

X\. That warmly attached toa Il. That we consider these 
constitution under which ween) ry, riglits as having been solemnly 
through the Divine Goodness, the recognised and legally secured to 
tree exercise of religious worship, British subjects, by the letter 
ve will use our utmost legal en. spuit of the statute, common‘y 
loavours to frustrate every future called The Poleration Act; a 
ittempt to limit the provisions of Statute to which tens of thousands 
the det of Toleration, which has bave long looked with gratitude 5 
been so justly and decisive ly re. and which 1s, mm our Opibiony 4 
cognived as the patladium of the most essential part, and one of the 
libertics of Protestant Dissenters, Strongest bulwarks of our glorious 

Xi. That these resolutions be Constitution, as established by law 
sgned by the Chairman, and at the period of the Revolution 
printed in Atts’s Birmingham Ga. 1688. 


gette and in the Morning Chron. HI. That the facilities which 
cle, Statesman and Courier. have been thus afforded for reli- 
Jamas llews Branssy, gious worship and instruction have 
Chairman, powerfully contributed to the im. 





srovement of public morals, and 
to the promotion of industry. sub- 
ordination and loyalty, among 
the middle and interior orders 
of the community, and = that 
to this high degree of religi- 


ous liberty, under the blessing of 


Divine Providence, the preserva. 
tion of this happy country from 
the horrors of that revolationary 
frenzy which lias so awfully deso- 
lated the nations ot the Continent 
spr Cl} ally to be ascribed. 

1V. That our contidence in the 
continuance of those rights, which 
are legally secured to us as our 
constitutional birthright by the 
Actof Toleration, has been greatly 
confirmed by the repeated decla- 
tions of all our monarchs, from 
the time of William the Third, in 
favour of religious liberty ; and 
«pecially by the ever memorable 
assurance of our present venerable 
and beloved sovereign in bis) first 
speech from the throne, that it 
was his * invariable Resolution fo 
maintian the toleration inviolate ;” 
and tlat ** the religious rights of 
his subjects were equally dear to 
him with the most valuable pre- 
rogatives of his crown :’??—an as. 
surance with which his Majesty’s 
conduct towards us has hitherto 
thiformly accorded. 

V. That we view with the 
Greatest alarm and concerna Bill 
Which has been lately introduced 
into the House of Lords by a no- 
bleman, whose general character 
We highly respect, which Bill we 
tonsider as tending to restrict and 
diminish those long-established 
privileges which are specified in 
the foregoing resolutions, 

. VI. That the said Bill, if passed 
Mto a law, will materially abridge 
the unquestionable right of British 
Subjects to judge and decide for 
enaibecs concerning the compe- 

y of those religious teachers, 


Tol: ration Act. 































whom they conscientiously prefer, 
and, therefore, volunianly sup. 
port --—that at will be a -erievous 
hardship upon the re relay detente 


rant monesfergs of our Connecvton, 
who, though not pes nanently ane 
potntod to separate Congres tions, 
are vet wholly devoted to. the 
Christian ministry.) fy doepravine 


them of those ex MPTONS, not 
nerely from pains and penalties, 


but also from military and 


PheyT 
secular cut! de which. ¢) the 
erounl of the puolic ti plies i) be 


derived trom their labours, the 
law, as it Mow stands, has wisely 
granted to persons who are Cone 
stantly and exciusively employed 
mn the work of religious pustruc- 
lion; —thart it will render it very 
difficult and CN PCusive, and mm 
many cases altogether impracti- 
cable, to obtam legal protection 
for the numerous body of our 
occastonal preachers and exhorters, 
who not only forma very usctal 
part of our society, but whose 
services are essentially neces-ary, 
as local ausiliaries to the reoular 
itinerant ministers, im order to 
supply the various chapels and 
meeting-houses in which our con. 
gregations assemble tor divine wor- 
ship :—that it will be a serious 
violation of that confidence which 
has been reposed in the laws of 
their country by the trustees of 
our numerous chapels, who have 
expended large sums of money, 
and signed securities to a very 
considerable amount, on account 
of the said chapels, on the faith 
of the Act 0} Toleration, and with 
the fullest reliance that our present 
system, as allowed by that Act, 
would remain undisturbed ;— 
that it will open new seurces of 
litigation, and furnish to the ill. 
disposed the occasion and the 
means of obstructing and oppress. 
ing their peaceable fellowesubjects 
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by capricious examinations and 
and that, by 


vexatious delays: } 
a principle of inter. 


estabhishin 
ference in matters of conscicnece, 
it na) precede nt ton 
future and still more 


become a 


fatal experl- 


, % . ? " —~ . 
rainst our reteous liber. 


i. . 

VII. That the restrictions pro. 
din the said Bill, are as un- 
necessary ey would be injuri. 
OuUs 4 becat tiie paistunecs ot 


abuse, on which they are pr ICSSe 


edly grounded, have been few in 
numbe) because the recurrence 


abuse, has been, in pai, 
already prevented by some recent 
legislative enactments; and be. 
cause the methodists in particular 
have explicitly prohibited (by a 
regulation which they voluntarily 
adopted inthe year 1803) the ape 

heat ~ licenses, procured 
Act of Toleration, lo 


pride buon ol 


una r the 


the pury of oblaining exemp.- 

tion from imilitary or parochial 

\ y persons in connece 

t \\ } m,whoaren twh ily 
} | - 

a] \ i t! ( nristian lillle 

> If. Lj i ; OF ) ball 

5 ¢ ft, radically 

' * scems 
+? ! 

> us, ¢ ‘ PEENCTINC, 

Woy [ i} nits ae bhai and 

certainly calamitous, if passed, in 


its operauuon:—that no modifi. 


caution of it Can reconcile us to Its 


acopt le and that, as reliwous 
] h S all iu I di ( med, by a \ ry 
great body ot the per ple ot Eno- 


r Gest and dearest 


mchts, to which thev ar: most 


nai. ¢ } 
Jand, ia) | 


consequences of any Measure, by 
\ H those rights appear to be 
' i »? 


Intringed, are, at this eventful 
riod, most earnestly lo be UCe 


recat d. 


’ 
: 


a. That we heartily approve 


entertained 


gregations and tricnads, througho 
this district. t » pre) i! bi inediate 
} i : 

pr titlons lo Lhe tegisiatur alnst 
bl ‘ vo : 

the bill now pending. 
X. That the hil 
ie bat We Cherish the highest 


confidence in the wisdom and }US~ 
tice of Parliams nt, as to the SUCe 
cess of Our petitions against so ob. 
noxious a measure; but that, 
should our expectations be un. 
happily disappointed, we shall 
esteem it to be our indispensab! 
duty te appeal, for the protect 
of our rights, in the last instance, 
to the liberal principles and legal 
prerogatives of his Royal Highness 
the Prince Regent ; encouraged by 
his eracious declaration that itis 
his resolutionto “deliver up the con- 
sutution unaltered” (and conse. 
quently the J oleration inviolate)" to 
his Royal Father ;’’ and fully pers 
suaded that this illustrious prince 
will never sanction a system ol 
restriction, so marked by innovas 
lion, so contrary to the ft | t 
spirit of his Majesty, and so pro- 
ductive of dissatistaction and 
tress to no inconsiderabl propor 
tion of his most loyal and most 
faithful subjects. 
XI. That these 
printed, and extensively circulate 
ed; and that copies be resp¢ ctfully 
transmitted to the di pulles in Lon- 
don, appointed to cuard the civil 
riglits of the Dissenters, to the Com- 
mittee of Protestant Dissenters, aps 
} ointed at the mectil g late ly held 
at the London ‘Tavern, and 
toe Protestant disst nting ministers 
in this county and its vicinity. 
XII. ‘That a subscription be 1m- 
mediately opened, or collect! “ne 
made, in every circuit of this 
district, to defray the expence ol 


hastrnama | 
TesSOLuUllOoNs 6 











carrving these resolutious into 
effect. 


THOMAS TAYLOR, 


Chairman, Manchester. 


John Gaulter, Manchester. 
Thomas Wooa, ditto. 

Phillip Garrett, ditto, 
David Jones, ditto. 

Charles Glovne, Stockport. 


Thomas St unley, ditto. 


William Jones, ditto. 

William Mideley, New Mills, 
Desinihite. 

Joseph Chapman, ditto. 

John Smith, Oldham. 

John Farrar, ditto, 

George Sargent, Rochdale. 

Isaac Purton, dito. 

Johan Wright, ditto. 


Jonathan Brown, Bury. 

Samuel Taylor, Bolton. 

Wilham M’hittrick, ditto. 

Thomas Bartholomew, Black- 
burn. 

Matthew Lumb, ditto. 

Joseph entwisle, Liverpool, 

James Bogie, ditto, 

James Buckley, ditto. 

Jabez Bunting, ditto, 

Samuel Davies, ditto. 
Isaac Lilley Lancaster. 
Charles Rateliffle, ditto. 
Thomas Jackson, Preston, 
William Ault, ditto. 
Thomas Fletcher, Leigh. 
Joseph Hollingsworth, ditto. 
James Holroyd, Ormskirk. 
Mark Daws, ditto. 
P.S.—The 


being ended, 


Meeting 
n Meeting of Min- 
isters from different circuits, and 
Other members of the Methodist 
Sociciy, was held on }riday morn. 
May 24, 1811; at which 
it was unanimously resolved, 
That it is with emotions 
the warmest gratitude to Almighty 
God, to the Government of our 


District 


1 Y 
ing, 


ol 
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country, and to those noble Lords 
who have come forward in our 
favour, that we have read the gloe 
rious decision of the House of 
Peers on the Bill referred to in 
the foregoing resolutions, which 
decision has rendered all further 
proceedings unnecessary. 

‘That for the satistaction of our 
friends, an Abstract of the debate 
be immediately published. 

Signed in behalf of the meeting, 
Thomas Taylor, chairman, 
Joseph Entwisle, secretary. 
Joseph Dutton, member of 

the General Committee for Guard. 
ing the Privileges ot the Methodists. 
EE CL 


Newcastle Resolutions. 


At a General meeting of Pro. 
testant Dissenters of the several 
Denominations in the ‘Towns of 
Newcastle and Gateshead, held at 
Loftus’s Long Room, on ‘Tuesday, 
May 28, 1811, 

MR. BR UNTON, in the chair, 

Resolved una: imously, 

I. That liberty of conscience, 
comprehending the freedom of 
public Assembiies for religious 
worship, in such forms, and under 
such teachers, as men shall for 
themselves approve, is the unalien- 
able right of all; in the peaceable 
exercise of which they are not 
justly controulable by the civil 
magistrate. 

I]. ‘Lhat this right is recognized, 
and toa considerable extent acted 
upon, in the statute commonly 
called the Act of Toleration; by 
which a legal existence is conferred 
upon no! iconformists to the estab- 
lished Church, and they are au. 
thorised to appear before the civil 
magistrate under the professed de. 
nomination of Protestant Dissent. 


crs. 




















































430 Toleratton Act. 


WI. That under the mild aus. 
pices of the illustrious House of 
Brunswick, and that liberal con. 
struction of the ‘Voleration Act 
which bas prevailed in our courts 
of justice, and which has been 
countenanced by the spirit of the 
times, the Protestant Dissenters 
have actually enjoye da considere 
able portion of religious liberty. 

IV. ‘That in the enjoymeut of 
this liberty, notwithstanding the 
disabilities and penal statutes to 
which they are still exposed, and 
from which they still suffer occa- 
sional inconvenience, the Protes. 
tant Dissenters throughout the 
kin gdom, conscious of their attache 
mentto the present Royal Fam: vy: 
and to the principles which place 
them onthe throne, and addins 
in the gracious declaration with 
which ther venerable sovereign 
began his reign, of his purpose “ to 
keep the toleration inviolate,” have 
been anxrous to secure the good. 
will of their governors and fellow- 
subjects, by col tributing their 
full share towards the promotion 
of industry, knowl dge, good 
morals, social order, and public 
prosperity. 

V. That the Protestant Dis- 
senters in the north of England 
had participated with their breth. 
ren im other parts of the kingdom 
in the alarm excited by the intro. 
duction into the House ot Lords 
of a ** Bill tor modifying the Act 
of ‘Toleration 3”: although = their 
listance prevented them trom so 
prompt an expression of their 
sentiments by petition, 

Vi. That the thanks of this 
meeting are due to the House of 
Lords, who, attentive to the just 
alarms of so large a proportion of 
his Majesty's faithtu!l subjects, 
were pleased to negative the mo. 


tron for the SCCOUU Teadine «of 
Bill, which, if at had passed jag 
a law, would have . ’ need 
exposed tO creat hay SHIDs, the 
who should have conscientroyst 
continued that puolc Worsbin a 


mostrucuion which av ry numerous 
Class of Christians buve Deen ac. 
Customed to Ch) v5 and would 
also have subjected the regular 


ministers of s« parate Congregatios 
and candidates for the munistry 
among Protestant Dissenters, + 
great and seilous mceonveniences 


VII. ‘That the thanks of this 
mecting be given to the Far 
Stanhope and Grey, and ¢ 
Lords Erskine and Holand, tor 
theirmanly and spinted opposition 
to the principle and provisions of 
this Bill, and lor tuemr unanswer. 
able defence of relignous hberty, 

VILL. That the particular thanks 
of the Dissenters im the north of 
Eneland are due to the Roight 
Honourable Fail Grey, tor his 
very handsome spontaneous te: 


umony to his person 1} KE owledge 


i 
‘ 
’ 
‘ 


of their pe aceable and loyal con. 
duct: and they trust t at nothing 
in their future conduct will ever 
subject them to the forfeiture ol 
the vood opinion of their fellow 
subjects in these respects 
IX. That the thanks of this 
ae ‘euing are also due to Karl Stan- 
hope, and not of this meeting only, 
but of all Protestant Dyussenters, 
for the cheering hope with w hich 
he has inspired us, by promisidg 
to introduce into the House of 
Lords a Bill, to procure an ie 
crease, nota dimination, the or 
largement, not the contraction of 
our privileges, 7 
X. That this meeting notices 
with particular sausiacuion the 
liberal declaration of the Arch- 


bishop ef Canterbury, “ that te 























Obituarg.-—Mr. 


Bible is the religion of Christians, 
that to explain itis the duty of all 
mankind, and that its interpreta. 
tins confined to no particular 
sect,” and cordially adopts his 
Grace’s words as an explicit jus. 
tification of those, whe find them. 
selves under the necessity of sepa- 
rating from every established 
church, in whose interpretations 
ef scripture, or observances pro. 
fessing to be grounded thereupon, 
the y cannot concur. 

XI. That the thanks of this 
meeting be given to the Deputies 
appointed by the congregations mn 
and near the Metropolis, for sup. 
poruag the Civil Rights of Pro- 
testant Dissenters, to the Commit- 
tee appointed by the General 
Meeting at the London ‘Tavern on 
the 15th Instant, and to the other 
public bodies and private indivi- 
duals, who have employed their 
speedy and eflectual exertions in 
opposition to the bill. 

Xf. ‘That this meeting con- 
gratulates itself upon the unani- 
mity and generous co-operauion 
which upon this occasion has per. 
vaded all ranks; it congratulates 
also the public, that it still pos- 
esses so lurge and enlightened a 
portion of the spirit of liberty, as 
has induced noble lords to respect 
public opinion, 

RESOLVED, 
XI. Thet should this or any 
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other similar bill be again brought 
forward in either House of Par. 
lament, this meeting will cordi. 
ally unite with their fellow sub. 
jects, to give nt every legal and 
consituuional opposition; — and 
will endeavour to transmit to pos- 
terity unimpaired those civil and 
religious liberties which we now 
CHOY. 

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 

NIV. That a subscription be 
entercd into tor detraying the eX. 
pences already incurred; and that 
whatever surplus may remain be 
reinitted to the committee in 
London, in aid of the subscrip. 
tion opened there for liquidating 
the considerable expences which 
have attended their uncommon 
exeruions.—That Mr. John Hogg 
be appointed ‘Treasurer, 

XV. That a committee of two 
laymen and one minister, for each 
dissenting chapel in Newcastle 
and Gateshead, be chosen from 
each respective Congregation, and 
form a society to be called, ** the 
Deputies ot the Protestant Dissen- 
ters in the said ‘Towns for the 
support of their Civil and Religt. 
ous Privileges.’’ 

XVI. ‘That the thanks of this 
mecting be given to the chairman 
for his imparual conduct in the 
chair. 

BENJAMIN Brunton, Chairman. 
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On Monday, the ist of April 
last, died SAMUEL PARKES, 
of Kidderminster, Gentleman, in 
the 77th year of his age. 

Though nothing can exceed the 
olly of writing long eulogiums 
0 persons of whom nothing in 
Justice can be said, but that they 


were born, lived and died, we are 
surely justified in giving to the 
world some account of those in- 
dividuals in whose lives incidents 
have occurred that may furnish 
the living with awlul warnings, 
interesting examples, or matter 
for useful remarks and reflections. 
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4.2 C}i uary. 


The subject of this memoir was 
eldest son of Samucl Parkes and 
Hannah his wife, of B wiley in 
the county of Worcester, and 
grandson of Samuel and Hannah 
Parkes, of Stourbridge, in the same 
If it be allowable to say 
any thing of the ancestors of the 
deceased, it might be bri ly iC. 
marked, that the grandfather, who 


' ' , " 
had established a small manufac. 


county, 


tory of a peculiar kind of soap, 
near Stourbridge, was a man of 
considerable ingenuity, and ac. 
quired large sums of money, for 
the tin 
being addicted to associate with 


cond 


sin which he lived: but, 


the gay and the licentious, he 
spent his money as tast as he ac. 
quired it, without secming to have 
any regard for the support or 
welfare of bis family. But hav- 
ing some fear of God in his mind, 
he always resolutely avoided all 
his companions on the Sunday, 
and on those days spent the whole 
of his time at home, reading the 
bible, partly by himself and partly 
with his family. An example 
this, of one of those vagaries of 
the human mind, which enables 
it in one instance to break through 
habit and temptation, although it 
allows it to submit to be shame- 
fully overthrown and congucred 
in every other. His wife, how- 
ever, was a person of a different 
character, who had virtue and 
good sense enough to bring up her 
children so as to be a credit to 
themselves and an ornament to 
society. Her sons, Samuel and 
Daniel, as they grew up, and 
while they were sull boys, being 
tired of depending upon the un. 
Certain and capricious support 
which they received from their 
father, determined to begin busi. 
mess on thelr own accounts; and 
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casting lots for the choice of { 
after imploring the Divine dire 
tion, the one lixned at jj wiley, 
and the other at Stourbridge, and 
were both blessed with |: g lite 
and prosperity. . 

Of these boys, Samuel, the fa. 
ther of the deceased, attached 
himself to a body of Protestant 
Dissenters at Bewdley, Womedi. 
ately on his a ing to reside amon 
them, and continued a zealous 
support r of the SOCICTS till th 
time of his death. 

When young heemarried Han. 
nab, the daughter of John Mayo, 
of Westbromwich, in the county 
of Stafford, clothier, a man ot! 
high character and general menit, 
and who signalized himselt by his 
valourous conduct, in taking up 
fireearms to defend the meeting. 
house at Westbromwich, at the 
time that several of the Dissenting 
places of worship in the neigh 
bourhood were demolished by 4 
mob of enraged bigots, who were 
enfuriated by the preaching of 
Dr. Henry Sacheveral, who a 
that time travelled through seve. 
ral of the midland counties 0! 
England, preaching against the 
Revolution, and against the tole- 
ration of any dissenters; 1}! 
which he was impeached by the 
House of Commons, and tried by 
the Lords, who censured his cot- 
duct, and condemned his writings 
to be burnt by the common hange 
mau in the city of London 

Mr. Parkes had several culd- 
ren by the daughter of Mr. Maye 
(the eldest of whom is the subject 
of the present article,) and thoug™ 
as has been remarked, he began 
business without any pecubie) 
assistance from his father, inde 
fatigable industry and an extensi'® 


. ’ to 
trade, enabled him at length 
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, 


| ¥ 
them. He died at a good old 
ave. regretted not only by his 


nily. but by every member of 
thy religious sociely to which he 
belonsed. Tis widow afterwards 
married Mr. Reader of Coventiv, 
the father of the well-known bar- 
rister of that name. 

We have now to enter upon the 
hfe of the a Cvast al - and by ihose 
who believe in the superintending 
Providence of God, the writer of 
cle will not be blamed for 
ng the detasl with the rela. 


tion of two remarkable deliver. 
nees which he experierted while 
an infant under his father’s root. 
In the one case, a servant gil ac- 
tually stuck a lighted candle into 
aowhole barrel otf gunpowder, 
which was deposited with many 
others in a private chamber at the 
top of the house, where it was 
supposed they would have re- 
mained tn safety. She did this 
In Consequence of having the child 
in her arms, supposing it to have 
been a barrel of sand. 

At another time, the mother 
was served with a very unusual 
anxiety for the safety of the child, 
who was then und t the eare of 
the aforesaid servant in a room 
three stories above the level of the 
street. ‘lLreating it, however, as 
&nidle chimera, she endeavoured 
to banish it from her mind, call- 
Ing herself timid, superstitious, 
&e, but the more she endeavour. 
ed to stifle it, the stronger became 
the impression that all was not 
Nght above Stars, till she was ir. 
Tesisibly impelled, as it were, to 
f0 UD to SuUISTy herself whether it 
Was an unfounded fancy or not: 
anv she arrived but just in thne to 
fave her child, who had been suf- 


fered to stand by himself upon a 
VOL, VI, 


sandsomely for all of 
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chair at an open casement, and 
Ms footing, Was ac. 
he bahan upon the 
sillof the Window, and must soon 
have been dashed to preces on the 
pavement, 

The deceased often spoke to his 
friends of these deliverance $3 and 
it Is probable that they had cone 
sidcrable influence in forming that 
character of firm and unsbaken 
reliance on the Providence of 
God, Which he always exhibited ; 
as ito was evident that the account 
which tas prere nts had piven him 


of the circumstances, bad wide a 


‘ 


very decp Hupression upon his 
mind. 

At the aoe of 25 he marned 
Hannah, the only daughter of 
William Menee, ot Stourbridge, 
a man of a very superior under- 
standing, and who had the singu- 
lar merit of pudging for himsclt in 
matters of religion at a very early 
age. At atime of hile, indeed, 
when few persons have begun to 
attach any importance to erceds 
of faith, or religious opinions, he 
determined, from mature Invese 
tigation, to forsake the church of 
Rome, in which be bad been edu. 
cated, and, finding no other 
church so congenial to his views 
of things as that of the Protestant 
Dissenters, be immediately joined 
himself to a society of that deno. 
mination, that formerly met for 
religious worship at Prestwood 
Hall, the seat of Philip Foley, 
esq, an ancestor of the present 
Lord Foley, and with them he 
continued nearly half a cen. 
tury, a consistent, conscientious 
and respec crable member, ull the 
day of his death. 

The subject of these memoirs 
lived with his first wile, the 
dauchter of the atorementioned 
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litt per os could be expected 

l aid by a son Who JIS Cuolscle- 


ous of possessing buta small por- 
tion of htr talents, and at the 
Ie time rec llects the adoration 
he paid to her many virtues, 
\iter having lost this inestimable 
n, he married Martha Free. 

man, of Bew HCY, asister of the 
present Mrs. SACV, the wife of 
nathan Oke Vv; I'sq. of that 
town, and with her he lived hap- 
pily jor 20 years also, and was a 


widower tor the iast ten vears ol 


Lhe deceased was ever tond of 
desultory reading: but he often 
remarked, that to all other books 
he gave the scriptures the pre. 
ference. It was known indecd 
to his intimate friends, that hi 
ruon of scripture 
early every morning, and that he 
made a | tof keeping that par- 
ticuial p) rtion of the sacred vo. 
lume in bis mind all the day, that 
he might have something to reflect 
upon mm any leisure moments that 
might present themselves. This 


method he tound usetul in many 


respects, and it prevented, as he 
used to say, the intrusion of idle 


thoughts. ‘This practice, which 


he continued through the course 
ot a long lite, gave him a great 
knowledge ot the scriptures, and 

ibled him to quote almost any 


, ; ‘ 


part of the DOOkK with lucthity. 
[nis fonduess tor the Bible he 
attributed to his habit of early 
sing, and tor which he was in. 
cvbted to the unremitting atten. 


Liste 


tions of his father, who, when he 


ol age, used to heave him out of 

bed, while asleep, and lay him 

naked on the floor, at five o'clocs 

every Mmorming, POIs Was ard 
. ah ‘a 

Guasch) Ine, DUl Dista r pPersiste 

a er Ree 8 P 

bik ta Ghee HO TAG ACKUTCa the De 

] 

bit Ol rising 1 SCiul [ hour 

eonisl Of hia , 

ahd ticn the Ggithcurty Wi ( Ne 

quered, not on! ior that time 

but for his whole fit Wir! 


truth it may be suid, that 
more than fiity years he v 
ruly up, winter and summ 
SOOM aller ivour, but ne aiway 
made a point of being was “land 
dressed betore the town-bel| rane 
five, II > then smoked a q 
read for an hour, and when hi 
own Clock struck six, he regula 
ly called up his servants, and be. 
gan to make preparation tor the 
business of the d Ve 

When the business of the day 
was over, his servants and. the 
other branches of the family 
usually assembled for family 
prayer, This service he alwags 
performed himself, extempore, 
with great propriety of expression, 


‘ ‘ 


and ina manner that Commanded 


the atrention of all who heard 
him. Ile has often remarked that 


there is great indecency i persons 
studying to round their periods 
and beautify their language when 
addressing their fellow mortals, 


and yet entering mito the presence 


of the Deity with any kind of 
words upon their lips. Impressed 


with this idea, he sp nt a deal ol 
his leisure time in reducing prey! 

to a system, and being 1 ibe 
habit of writing shortehand, this 
enabled him to commit his thoughts 
more readily to paper. ‘This prac- 
tice also furnished him with more 
variety of matter than most 
acCUSe 


, 
vi 


those persons have who are 







































éomed to extemporary prayer. 
For at one time his whole prayer 
would Consist of ndoration, at 
another time of confession, atano. 
ther of intercessiog, &c. XC. but 
he never allowed himself in any 
expression that looked lke ta. 
miliarity withthe Deity; and though 
‘ itly qui lified, he 


he was so emine 


’ 
be yrevatled On to eh. 


couid neve 


gage In this oflice of religion any- 
where but in lis own house, aud 
even there never in the presence 
of stranvers; tor spur tual pride 
and ostentation in religion were 
what he detested above — all 
things. 

In business, he bad not much 
energy, but he was industrious 
and careful, and strictly fair and 
upright in all his dealings, Ine 
deed, he so detested every thing 
that had the least appearance of 
meanness, that he was often in. 
Clined to torezco what he was en- 
titled to, rather than incur the 


% . ’ . 
Msk Of Any iimpulahon of dupli- 


incompany, he was habitually 
Cheerful and facetious 3 and hav. 
tag travelled much ta most of the 
countics of England, 11 bis 
younger years, be had great va. 


ety of aneedote, and ‘a good 
meme ry eenerally enabled him to 
Supply an appropriate tale to any 
subject that happened to be the 
matter of conversation. ‘This ha. 
bitual urbanity and cheerfulness 
continued with bim as long as he 
Was enabled to enjoy company, 
and insured him a sufficient num. 
ber of visitors to the last. A CC. 
lebrated physician, now no more, 
who wrote the tollowine lines, as 
descriptive of a certain ofd man, 
could not possibly have described 
the deceased more accurately, if 
ke had intimately known him, 
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than they describe him: | shall 
therefore not hesitate to apply 
them to yim. 
—————-“ Tho’ old, he still retain’d 
His rhanly sense, and cnergy of mind. 
Virtuous aad wise he was, but not severe: 
le still remember’d that he once was 
le still remember’d that he once was 
young 4 
His easy presence check’d no decent joy. 
Him e’en the dissolute admira; for he 
A graceful lightness when he pleas‘d 


put on, 
And laughing could instruct. Much 
had he aC id, 


Much more hid seen; he studied from 
And in th’ original perus’d mankind.” 


Generosity and — benevolence 
were also very prominent features 
in his character, for nothing de. 
livhted him more than the oppor. 
tunity of serving a fellow-crea. 
ture, Thais divine disposition 
sometimes led him astray; for, 
ever actuated by it, he has often 
exceeded the bounds of prudence 
in his beneticent acts. 

Although he had always been 
a inember of a congregation ot 
Dissenters of the Arian persua. 
sion, his connections for the last 
thirty years of his life were such 
as to lead him to imbibe those 
doctrines which are held by what 
are called the moderate Calvinists, 
ut it is very remarkable, that 
when he came within the near 
view ot death, not a siuvle eX. 
ression escaped him that bad the 
east reference to Calvinistic no. 
tions, or that might not have been 
uttered by the most consistent 
Unitarian. ‘The writer of this ar. 
cle is authorized to say this, as 
he was mucb with bim for a forte 
night immediately preceding his 
dissolution. A proof this, that 
hows ver a man nay have amused 
himself, or attempted to deceive 
himself with the jargon of imputed 
righteousness, nothing, on the 
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he bowed His head upon her 


| 
~ ti? ' ’ ’ ‘ ; 
PLIGIUIICLe § « ‘ ( Vpirea, 


Night dews fall not : tly to the 
round, 

Nor weary worn-out wi kpire s@ 

. ft DLAIR 

— | t 

Agreeably to his own request, 


he was carried to Stourbridge, 

and interred ap the burial yard 

adjoining the New Chapel, be- 
e > i 


longing to the Protestant ] Jissen 


ters Ol that tOW)h., a build 


wurds the erection of which he 


had handsomely contributed, and 
ot which he was one ot the Use 
tees. He has Jett two sons, & 

} ? reve4re oil 


MOUTH HIS toss and i Cyt 


Lilt ihe r\ . 


—_— 


. ' : 2Arh 
Died at Norwich, April 29t, 


181i, aveqd 28 5 ars. of ‘ sno 
but severe iliness. h ; h Loe hore 
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b Christian forutude and resig- 


>i 

nal . Me. Leyson Cooper. 
He had been married about six 
months. when he was thus cut ih 
inthe bloom of youth. lle was 
ay industrious tradesman, a Zca- 


lous triend to the cause of truth, 
a warn supporter of ceil and Ce 
liious liberty, and an ornament 
ty society. Lis loss will be long 
ana sreatly deplored by his nue 
‘aus relations and acquaintanc: 

itthey have the opatificatiou ol 
deriving a mel macholy pleasure 
from the universal conviction of 
ali who knew him, that no one Was 
better prepared for the awtul hour 
ef dissc lution. 


Died, May 20th, in his 61st 
year, Mr. Wiitram DENNIS, 
of Northampton. He was blest 
with religious parents, and im- 
bibed a spirit of prety io carly life. 
On his removal to London, about 


the age of manhood, be cmbraced 


warmly the doctrincs of Calvinism, 
and continued a rcgular attendant 
and communicant at the ‘Taber. 
nacle, ull he settled at North- 
ampton in 1786. About the 
year 1793, he began to entertain 
some doubts of the truth of the 


_—~ 
— 


Initartan doctrine, and having 
more hasure than in the formet 
part of his lite, he resolved to ex. 
amine the New ‘Testament seri. 
ously and attentively on the sub- 
ject, and after a long and labor. 
ous Investigation, he found him. 
self obliged, contrary to his pre- 
judices and wishes, to re linquish 


hes ] ' . 
ace Goctrine as tiayinpg no just 
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foundation inseripture, and to em. 
brace 1 simple creed of Unita. 
rianisin, that * there is one God 
‘unhdds¢ » Nediator between God 
men,t man Christ Jesus’ — 
being fi nd ofr ading and ot TC. 
tired habits, le continued to the 
end of life his researches into di. 
vine trath, finding lis reward in 
the attainment of Just, rational 
and set piu tl views of the Bi Ing, 
provi nee and oruce ot God, and 
often expressing the comfort: and 
| AP PTACss he derived trom them, 
theugh he telt at umes with pecu. 
lar sensibility, the degree of odium 
to which a chanee of sentiment 
subjcets the determined enquirer 
after truth, Nevertheless, he per- 
severed in his course, through “ evil 
report and good report:” he did 
not obtrude his religious opmiions 
upon others, vet when fairly called 
upon, he did not fail to state them 
with sincerity, and support them 
by argument. He had notenjoyed 
in his youth the advantage of a 
liberal education, but a vigorous 
mind and great epplication sup-~ 
plicd the defect, and his judicious 
and acute remarks, and sprightly 
sallies of fancy, aflorded pleasure 
and entertainment to his small 
circle of friends. He preserved 
through lite, a devout reverence to 
God, Was just and sincere tu man, 
exemplary in his own deportment, 
and filled up the relations of hus. 
band, father and relative, in a 
manner that will be the continued 
source of vratitude and aflectionate 
remembrance. R.D. 
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INTELLIGENCE 


‘ f 

On l the 11 f June, t 
Ar Mx { Unitarian Tract 
. ty for Warwi reandthes h- 
(rt 1 es, Wa len t ti 
niecting-! the HH otre » ad 

t A fevotl ! wer 
cot ted the Re D Pou! 


] >I ched 1} biect ; 
aiscour W t if , eo ») 
lo} xxi. 17. **] 1, thou knov ] 
thing thou kn ws t that I love t} e.*” 
Alithe ies in the New Testament, 
which speak of the love of Christ, were 
bro ahe toe ther a d present { in one 
view From which were deduced ap 
propriate ind :udicious remarks to ex- 
plain the nature of this sacred altection, 
the grounds and the expression f if, 
The peculiar force with which this 
duty can be urged on Unitarian princi 


pies, was po:nted out and illustrated, 
and the mustaken notions con ‘Tning it 
were candidly stated and pathetically 
ae ! lored The discourse was evidently 
heard with a seriousness and inte: ‘st, 
by most, suitable to its Importance and 
congenial to the devout and impressive 
epinit with which it was animated. It 

to be hoped, that the preacher vill 
meet the request for its publication. 
‘The meeting Was harmonious: a gen 
ral snd warm satisfaction was testified ; 
and eleven new members were added to 
the socicty. 

P.S, The writer of this avails hime 
self of this ppe rtunity to express his 
regret, that in two instances at least, 
the preachers on these occasions have 
not complhed with the earnest requests 
with which the publication of their ex- 
ecllent discourses was solicited by the 
cd ficrent Unitarian Tract Societies, to 
whem they Were addressed. If even 
the discourses delivered on these occa- 
sions scarcely rose above mediocrity, 
the publication of them has its peculiar 
use, especially when the hearers re. 
ceived them with approbation and im- 
pression. It would meet and improve 
the state of mind created at the mo. 
ment ; would excite attention in a par- 
ticular circle, in which more elaborate 
discourses are cither not known or are 
Beglected: and it seems duc, from ree 


spect and ¢ the sake of eratifeine es 
' = lf communicati Information, 
to th ; , na wishes of the 
:, ritvolt embers of the soc cty 
who will unavoid y be absent trom 
services of iis anniversary. The 

( n = . to . 
tract + inf f 


) Ves, ty 
i 
t P| t t in 
tery fej ° | > 
Ph hints are s t tc 
induce the to req n 
of the sertré it j q 
to pi chers to er ce 
with uch requests, when properly 
brought forward and supported. T 

— -_ 


Southern Unitarian Society. 
ihe meeting of the Southern Unita- 
an Society took place at Portsmouth, 
on Wednesday, June 26th, Both the 
morning and evening services were re- 
spectably attended; and a numerous 
company dined together at the George 


’ ‘ 


Inn, notwithstanding a large party 
friends of the society from the neigh- 
bourhood of Poole, were prevented from 
attending, owing to the boisterous wees 
ther the preceding day; liged 
the vessel in which they had embarked 
to return to Poole, after a vain attempt 
of several hours to P ocec { to Ports- 
mouth, 

From the general tenor of the com- 
munications made to the society from 
different members as to the state of Uni 
tarianism in their respective places of 
residence, the gentlemen present found 
with pleasure, that the cause they 
espoused was increasing in the South ot 
England; and they were highly gratified 


which o 


; 
in being favoured with the company of 
the Rev. #2 J. For, of Fareham, who 
had recently exchanged Calvinism for 
Unitarianism: this gratification was 
sull more increased when that gentle- 
man permitted the Secretary to enre 
his name among those of the patrons of 
the society. Hopes are entertained 
that under his auspices, the glorious 
Gospel of the blessed God will in the 
neighbourhood of Fareham, have free 
course, run, and be glorified, attired 




































ja all its pristine and attr \ tive simpli 
eitv, as Mr. I. supported by some of 
his former hearers, has already opened 
there a new mecting-house for Unita- 
rian worship. 

rhe sermons which were delivere 
this meeting were admirably calculated 
fo promot this object: Mr. Rees in the 
morning, from the Second Epistie to 
Timothy,rst Chap. v. 8th. *¢ Be not thou 
therefore ashamed of the testimony 
our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but 
be thou partaker of the afflictions of 
the Gospel according to the pow ‘a f 
God;” pointed out the affliction which 
the Gospel has suffered from persecu 
tion, and from the corruption which 
has been introduced into its doctrin« 
and modes of worship; he particular) 
dwelt on the evil tendency of the doc- 
trines of the Trinity, the divinity of 
Jesus, the atonement and election: 
and called upon Christians to partake o! 
these afflictions, and to endeavour by 
all means in their power to remove 
them. In the evening Mr. Youatt, 
from the first Epistle of Peter, Chap. rst, 
vy. 8 ** Whom having not seen ve love,” 
maintained that the charge which the 
adversaries of Unitarianism bring 
against it, of affording no grounds for 
love to Christ, is unfounded; since 
what he has done for men according to 
the Unitarian scheme, affords the most 
constraining reasons for their loving 
him; nay, that they and they only, of 
all Christians, can love him properly, 
since their love to him is consistent with 
their love of the benevolent Parent of 
the Universe, who sent him to be the 
Saviour of the world; while the love a 
Calvinist feels for him is felt at the ex- 
pence of the benevolent attributes of the 
Deity, conceiving as he does that but 
for the interposition of Christ, the 
wrathful Governor of the ‘World would 
have doomed to destruction the crea- 
tures he had made. 

Mr. Rees was strongly urged to per- 
mit the society to print his discourse. 

_ Several new members were added to 
the society; and Mr. Fullagar was re- 
quested to hold the offices of Treasurer 
and Secretary tor the present year. 

A proposition was made at this meet- 
ing, to hold the next annual meeting 
at Battle; but it was finally agreed that 
Battle was too far to the eastward for 
many of the present patrons of the so- 
“iety to visit, and that it would there- 


“ie 9¢ desirable for the Unitarians in 
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that neighbourhood to form a new so 

ciety, as an Eastern Unittartan Society. 
|. F. 
Newport, July 2, 181%, 


Fork Instat uf 10", 

On Wednesday the 26th and Thursday 
the 27th of June, the Trustees of the 
Manchester New College, removed to 
York, held their Annual Examination of 
the Students ia that seminary. There were 
present, Samuel Shore, Esq. of Meers- 
brook, Samuel Shore, jun, Esq. of Nor- 
ton Hall, President), James Touchet, Esq. 
of Manchester, and Joseph Strutt, Esq. of 
Derby,(/iee-presidents), Abraham Cromp- 
ton, ksq.ofChorley,PeterCrompton,M.D. 
of Eton House, Mr, Henry Crompton,ofLi- 
verpool, Robert Dutheld, Esq. of York, 

Johnson Esq. and Mr. B. Johne 
son, of Leeds, Mr. John Turner, ot Bol- 
ton, ‘UT. B. W. Sanderson, Esq. Ottiwell 
Wood, Esq. and G. W, Wood, Esq. 

Lreasurer)y ot Manchester ; and the Rev. 
Messrs. Brooks, of tlyd *, Johnstone, of 
Wakefield, Lec, of liull, Robberds, of 
Manchester, Smethurst, of Monton, L 
Smethurst, of Knutsford, Yates, of Glas- 
gow, and Turner, of Newcastle (visitor), 
On the 26th, the second and third classes 
in Greek, the first and second in Hebrew, 
and the first and second classes in math- 
ematics, and the class of Antient Hise 
tory, were cxamined, the students not 
having been previously apprised of the 
questions to be proposed to them; ora- 
tions also were delivered by Mr. Ashton, 
on Eloquence, Mr. Brettel, on the 
evils of War, Mr, Cooke, on the charac- 
ter of Queen Elizabeth, Mr. Sanderson, 
on the progress of the Reformation, Mr. 
Hincks, on National Education, Mr. 
lewis, on the Influence of Association on 
the Human Mind, and Mr. Holland, on 
the Differences Between the Structure 
of Antient and Modern Tragedy, On 
the e8th, Mr. Arthur Dean, the onl 
student in the fifth year, went esau 
a long examination on Scripture Crit- 
icism, and delivered a Discourse on the 
Promise to, and Covenant with, Abra- 
ham, the begioning of their fulfilment in 
the Mosaic, and their completion in the 
Christian dispensation. The several 
classes were then examined in the higher 
Mathematics and in Nateral Philosophy, 
in Modern History, in the Greek Dra- 
matic Poets, and ip Livy, Juvenal and 
Lucretius in Latin. Orations also were 
delivered by Mr. Ker, on the English 
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mst'tution, Mr. H 1, on Fortitud 
Mr. Ke c he Different ¢ ’ ns 
, } { ‘ { a of \ he «. 
tia t and t \ ha ‘ dd Dy 


Ch . [} if I continuce 
each . f nnine to fv ‘clo <, and 
gave gre t sitisfectiont ! who attend- 
ed them 1} WW ( by the fol 
low \ ( [ ithe Visitor, which, 
at the re uest of the Truste pr nt. 1s 
sent for 1 rtion in the N hy Re- 
) 


“ Gentlemen. I have tl hest plea- 
sure in folfillis the commission with 
which |] am honoured, by those who 
have attended thi long and sat t ry 
examination, of expressing to you th 
favour. bl opinion whih they have 
for ned fror ° of the improv ‘wn 
I ive mac | ly Ss WI I if 
has been their happu to provide for 


you We are grathed also, to hear 
from your tutors a report of your general 


reenlarity and cood conduct, by which 


you have mainiained the character of the 


Institution ac: uired by your predecessors 


in these important respects. I confess 


myself to have been particulirly pleased 
to learn, that at the same time that you 
have yourselv ce! ceiving the bene- 
fits of an education of the hichest fo m, 
you have exerted yourselves, with the 
utmost cheerfulne na issduity fo in 
stru n your turn, the children of the 
poor, in know! lp particulary st ted 
to their hum)! ler rank, tt h essential 
to the happi t every class of men. 
| allud t! Sut lay school on the 
Lancastrian } which you have spon. 
tancously tirut candy ‘ allyt he 
I trust thartl ti.faction you have ex 


perienced, from the success with which 


this benevolent employment of your 


Sut days" le mur has a ready be cl tter d- 


ed, willencourage you to persevere in it, 
and thus, at the same time, both d spose 


ity you for hereaft rT pre HN? the 


2} rsonai s f thea 111} t ct nd 
Value, not ot as me crs of society, 
but as creatures and children of God 
and equal, Hects of his i ec, and 


expectants of his future favour, with 
those who may seem to be placed at 
present i more favourab! ircum 
stances ; and also by rendering you better 
acguai ted w ith the:rr wants, their pre- 


yudices, and the behaviour and language 


best suited to the removal of both, In 
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this view of vour late exertions. + = 
f ; ' ' : . 

be found in fa t, wil Instructing othee. 

to have been e-sentially teaching wour 


SCIVES 5 and to have been in a course af 


preparation for greater usctulness, in the 
exercise of that mportant Procession to 
which so mai y of you have devoted 
Yourselves. 

“1 now ome to dischar 


7} . 
agreeadl part ofthe duty of my office 


by distri) uting the honorary testimonies 
of their approbati n, which the trustees 
have it an they power to bestow at the 
cose of every Sessio! In reviewing, 
} wever, the Rep rt, wn we have 
received for this purpose {1 vol 

tutors, we | felta no? . dif 
heulty, in making the « tor 

Among the students of year 
| irticu ariy, there 1p} r tl ies OF 
some, WhO, thot h trom et which 
tneir moacsty ha md t! f take 
in this institution, and t x nt 


conduct in it, they are strictly within the 
limits prescribed by the law, have yet, 


t 


xy the improvement previously made 
by them of the advantages of other seme 


inaries, scarcely left to ther younger 
class-fellows a chance of competition. 
This is particularly the case with Mr. 
Joseph Hutton, A. B. of the University 
of Dublin, who will, for this reasor 
findh sname omitted among t ude 
of the first three years: but to whom, 
and also to Mr. Henry ‘Turner, ol the 
University of Glasgow, the Trustees 
desire to present the two intericave 
copies of the Improved Version of 
New Testament, remaining from t 
donation of William Smith, Esq. M.1 
Phe first of the three prizes! r diligence, 
proficiency and propriety of conduct, and 
also for his amiable dispositions and 
manners, has, after mature deliberat 
been awarded to Mr.Hugh Ker, of Hull; 
the second to Mr. Thomas Crompton 
Holland, of Manchester, and the third 
to Mr. Robert Wallace, of Dudley. Of 
Mr. Ker and Mr. Holland, their tutors 
concur to bear the honourable testimony 
that they have never, in any the minut 
est instance, been deficient in their pre- 
paration of the business assigned 


on, 


in their respective classes e § 
report they extend to Mr. Wiliam 
Hincks. of Cork - to whom 18 ass} ned 
the prize for the greatest prof. iency, 
duri gz the session, in attaining 4 just 
and natural elocution. 

‘¢ It might have been at 
clusion of this short address, to 


hati ral con- 
have 








eitered Vou, & otiem Nh, a few hin on 


nNroner plication, 3n future life, 


. — - sh on : Las . 
yt the KnNOWICGYC whicn you Nave irk 
ahi & 


u x 
) } , , > > > ° 
acquired; Dut there ts the iess Occasion 
’ } vo } v sel b ry fy n 1, } 
ior tiiis. a YOu fave A.Ciy Coll iu asadaiecne 


with such excellent instructions on this 
particular subject, froma a quarter which 
cannot fail to command your most re- 
epectful attention :* more especially as 
most of you are to return to this place, 
with a view to continue your studies 
under the same able direction. My, 
voung fiiend, who has now comp! ted 
vis academical course, will, however, 
perhaps excuse me, if I venture toadd a 
few suggestions to the advice which I 
have pust referred to. J shall not pre- 
sume to add to that valuable sketch any 
remarks on the conduct of public wor- 
ship, or the methods of public instruc - 
tion; nor shall I suggest any reflections 
on the private exercise of his duty as a 
Christian teachcr, because he will 
probably see my thoughts on some of 
these particulars very shortly laid befor: 
the public in the Monthly Repository*. 
I shall therefore confine myself, in what 
I shall nuw presume to say, to a few 
circumstances in the yen ‘ral personal 
conduct of a minister of the gospel. ‘The 
apostle recommends it to a young dis 
ciple, “ Take heed to the ministry ;” 
the original is very comprehensive and 
QMergetic, GaAcwre try dianxoviay, 
“Look at, keep your eye upon, the 
ministry which you have received ;” 
maintain a constant attention to your 
o'ce and character. Such an atrention, 
ina young minister more especially, will 
give the proper direction to his studies, 
will animate his labours, and regulate 
his whole conduct. ‘The appearance of 
such attention will also contribute to his 
general estimation in the world, and, 
particularly, will dispose his hearers to 
attend to him with candour and respect. 
It will lead, besides, to that decorum of 
manners and behaviour, which the world 
ae in the teacher of religion. | 
reler not here to a mere freedom from 
ross and glaring faults; but to those 
minor propriecties, a deficiency in which 
is very displeasing, and obstructive of a 
munister’s usefulness and success :— if, 
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Objects of Pursuit proper for Young 
Persons who have received a Liberal 
Education &c. by the Rev. C, Well- 
Deloved, 
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ror oat e he ‘ ‘lian 
for insta we, » UPcrcuiious, Gictae 


torial, or morose; or il he affect, on the 


- ’ P , . evan? -F . f lie 
Uli bat. an Wine alh Ing orm LV, { 
ae . ‘deha:ing | aed 
On tie of. cso @& 4 4). yr sCVily 4 iCilie 
per aud behaviour. Iti. dithcult, indeed, 


I 
to describe in words, those becem.ag and 
eracclul manners which are suited to 
any character or profession, but the 
general idea of those which are prope: 
to the character of a Christian ministc 

; ppears to be th it of sedate Commposure, 
softened by affability and courtesy of 
manneis; bespeaking at once an en- 
liehtened u iderstanding, and a spirit 
adorned with humility, regulated by 
meekoess, and animated with beaevo- 
lence. ‘This seems the deportment most 


’ 


becoming aservant of the meck and lowly 


fesus, whos example hould be the rule 
of a minister’s conduct, as his doctrine, 
and his only, should be that of his 


preaching. 

‘* Ttrust, my young friend, that you 
will always keep this in remembrance, 
that you are the minister of Jesus Christ. 
‘Yo him, and to no other upon earth, 
are you accountable for your faith and 
doctrine. It is your happiness, and I 
am persuaded that you consider it as 
such, to have pursued your preparatory 
studies, and now to enter upon the 
Christian ministry, unshackled by sub- 
scription to articles of human compo 
sition, and uncontrouled by the restrain 
of human authority. You are not en- 
listed by us to militate for the suppore 
of any system of theology, or any ec- 
clesiastical establishment or polity what- 
ever. You may, therefore, pursue you: 
studies unembarrassed by the fear of 
failing under temptations to violate the 
dictates of your conscience. In such a 
state of libesty, you have every encou 
ragement to be diligent in the study of 
the scriptures; tothis makeall your other 
knowledge in language and science sub 
servient : and what you shall yourself 
there find to be the truth asit isin Jesus, 
be ditizent and faithful in communicat- 
ing to your hearers, without concealing 
or keeping back any thing. For though 
you are at full liberty to study the scrip- 
tures freely, and for yourself, you are rot 
at liberty toneglect what you shall find 
in them. As a minister of Jesus Christ, 
you will observe the rule which your 
Master hath laid down, and “* teach 
vour hearers “ to observe all things what- 
soever he hath comminded.”’ If you 
observe this rule with the veneration 
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The Annual M rot the Westerg 
Unitarian Society was he! lin Eveter. o- 
Wedn lay ]: ly the roth. The rel r10Us 

rvices of the day were perforn ' 
Gerorce’s meetin: in the morning the 
R Vv “John Kenrick opened the service 
by prayer and the reading of u SCripe 
ires. the Rev Edmund Butcher prayed 
efore sermon; and the Rev. John 
entish P eached from 1 John iV. I—3, 
nd concluded the service,—the interest 
of which throuchout was, we are per 
suaded, powerfully telt by al! present 
who are well-wishers to the cause of 
Unitari.nism. The meeting of the so- 
ciety, which was numerously attended, 
wa, then held in the Lecture-room, J. 
Powell, Esq. in the chair ; and after the 
sual preliminary business, and the 
admission of new m yoy oe was Tes 
solved unanimous'y, “ that the thanks of 
the Society be given to ‘the Re ‘vy John 
Kentish, for his masterly and highly ia 
teresting Liscourse, vindicating the plan 
and objects of the Society on the broad 


j 
basis ot Protestant'sm, an ! that he be 
requc sted to p ibli h the ame, as excel 


lently calcu see to promote the cause o! 
free enquiry and religious truth.’ Mr. 
Kentish gratified the Society by 

1 to their request; and it will not, we 
hope, be long before our absent members 
and friends will have an opportunity ot 
forming for themselves an or ion which 
we cannot but anticipate 
In the course of the business of th 
letys it wa determined to present 
oe r1¢ Com- 
an eX 


Sox 

books to the amount of | 
mittee ae he Unitarian Fu ind, a 
pression of good-will to the Fun, and 
in aid of its important object. It was 
also resolved tc » hold the next Annual 
Meetinz, at Bridport; a ; le Rev. 
Robert Aspland was appointed to prs 


on the occasion. 








Intew gence. —Wes! 


ear.y sevenly,) sat down ioa pl un din- 
er, at which WB Kennaway, Esq 
was called to the chair. ‘Phe intery ‘ 
bet cen dianer and the evenine servic 
was very sh wets but the few elect 
toasts which were given afforded oppor 
tunity tO s¢ veral gentlem ‘n to address 
the meeting. “* Lhe assacigtions ana 
ind: viduals, hose exertions have ch ck- 
ed the expiring strug les of religious in 
tolerance,’ bavin’ been sven from the 
chair, the health of the Rev. ‘Thomas 
Rees was pro wsed. as hayine hid a 
share in promoting the oppo ition to 
Lord Sidmouth’ Bill, On this, Mr. 
Rees, at the request of a friend, gave a 
historical acc: unt of the body of D pu- 
ties ‘or Protecting the Civil Righiés of 
the Three Denominations of Protestint 
Dissenters and while he admitted the 
chums of the meeting at the London 
Tavern, to the gratitude of the dissenters 
at large, and to a iull reimbursement of 
their expenses, he stated adequate rea- 
sons for the opimion, that the Deputies 
have good claims upon what may be 
termed the reyular di -enters. for their 
¢0-operation and support.——When “ the 
York College, inv rease to its funds. and 
to its students,’ was given, Wr. Kentish 
eXpressed the great satisfaction which he 
felt at the state of that se ninary and 
briefly mentioned the , rounds of hi sa ts- 
fation.—The heaith of the Rev. John 
Rowe and the other acting members at 
Bristol, having beeu proposed, Mr 

owe, in a very impressite manner, Iced 
the thoushts of the company to the 
earlier stuyes of the society, and paid a 
just and affecting tribuie to the memory 
eof that envnent and exceilent man, to 
Whoww the society, and the cause which 
tt hasin view, were, and indecd still are, 
0 hich'y indebted,—the Rev. ‘I unoathy 
Kenri k*. 

In the evening, the Kev. J. Kenrick 
@onducted the devotional service, and 
the Rev, I. Kees obliped his friends by 
repeating, in an abridged form, the ani- 
Mated discourse wi.ich he had delivered, 
in the preceding week, at Portsmouth, 
before the Southern Unitarian Society, 
from 2 lim. 1.83 in which he took a 
view of the «* afflictions’? which the 
Gospel has undergone, refertinz, in an 
ee. 








* : sedate 
of Ft an Account of the Institution 
the 0 Western Unitarian Society, sec 
ne . » . sae * 
* Monthly Repository, vol. iii. p. 41 
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e pec lwav tothe leacing corruptions 
which are stall wide'y prevalent of the 


muplicity thac is in Chri-t, and urged 
our Zeclous efforts to remove’ them 
in smite of misrepressntaton and ob- 
loquy. 

ta the course of th: ay, fifteen mem- 
hers were added to the Nocicty, making 
in all. ‘notwithstandive several losses by 
ci h, &c thove rwo | mryety ; “ry a. 
to I] below the Mion Unit Mith OO 
ci y by twenty onl. \nd i¢ 18% 
fact which show. the great } tii! [ 
cur Annual Meetin s, thot atthe four 


meetings, from 808 to cir, both in- 
clusive, more than minety memb rs have 
yoined the -octety. 

At the meeting for business, refere: 
was made to a statement in the Monthly 
Repository, (p. 320, of the present vol 
une, complaining of «°* want of new 
publicationsin the Annual List.” The 
complaint appears to pr sceed partly upon 
an error as to the ‘act; but principally 
upon an incorrect view of the object of 
the Society, which is not to assist in 
furnishing the privete lilvaries of the 
members, but osupply them with bovuks 
calcuiated to promote the cause of 
Ciristian truth and practice, for their 
own distrilution anor these whom the y 
may judyve most Ithely to be benetited hy 
them. Ile must, however be the wish 
of the “ conductor, of the Western 
Unitanan Society * to xtend their 
catalogue, by the introduction of any 
book which they consider as -uitable to 
the object: and there is reason to be- 
lieve that they are very ready to attend 
to the specitie -uyyrestions of any mem- 
ber onthe subje t, ande pe ia ly tothe 
egular recommendation of any book. 
The Society has either alone or in cone 
junction with other Unitarian Societies, 
yiven encouragement to the prooting o1 
reprinting of several books, which wirh- 
out such encouragement wou d not now 
have been acce sible to the pubbe. And 
this is one of the most important ends 
answered by the-e associations among 
others, they furnish an opportunity to 
tho.e of Unitarian sentiments, openly to 
avow their sentiments, and form anorz 
thm, a bond of umion — and they are 
indisputably the cause of a much more 
exten.ive and effectual circulation of 
Unitarian tracts, than could have been 
brought about in any other way. Our 
Annual fectings not only aid the 
erowth of the Society, but they serve ta 


ice 


animate the zeal of the former inembers., 
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long time: but every 
vocates for the truth 
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" t iple, 
pr r ft th tc. na 
bow al ‘own to 1ts 
When the yoke of the 
t thrown off by 
bst tity of this 
early perceived ; but one 
v var 1; that 
( } t\ ; chu cl 
» #trange and pernicious 
cate ! men, 
for their leart ng and 
however ingenious their 
ould tolerate such 
, nor did Christ ever 
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vy other | wers. They 
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who Lingdom tl vi d 
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parte was not a man to } ! long 
peniathi ii ucil a state. hi Vv di Nae 
tur ook to the tou: of the 
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C un ha unt of tl principal 
transac.ious of the year, the great work; 
undertaken or executed by che governe 
ment, the events of wars, the internal 


mcerns of the empire, and every thing 
; t afforre 5 rfAeperiliy Th ws j 
ta . see os P } ri y- Ih all 
of the church, form an mwmporiant ica- 


ture inth s review, and it Is not sparing 
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subjugation of Spain. ‘The whole, how- 


of of very great exertion 
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on the part of government. Phe works 
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stupendous, and wail tend great 
improvement of the empire, and the es- 


tabushiment of a very extensive internal 


and Italy are now linked together 
inone contnon tic, and by means of 
roads and « inals, th produce of each 
ountry is conveyed with great facility 
over the others. We must not, tacrelore, 
hat France ts without all trade 
ost the trade to America, and 
West India produce must b very 
dear: but her inter-ourse with Turkey, 
by means of her Il vri 1 province, b Hes 
to her the coffee of Smyrna and M yka, 
and the cottons and silk of the East; 
and in the latcer article the manufactures 
of Lyons far excel ours, and have a 
very extensive <ale. Phe legislative 
body in return expressed its gratitude in 
terms usual in su ly tddr 
out doubt they have reason to rejoice ; 
for they have no additional taxes pro- 
posed to them, and every thing tends 
tO promote their internal peace and 
Prosperity, They were not content 
“vat the usual hema 
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a ritic ol 1 to those WV lives 
were spared. he friends of war held 
there their savace triumph, aod gave a 
decisive siperiornty to the French, by 

hich Catalonia becomes a prey to their 
arms and many sini:lar scenes of slaugh 
tir will exhibited in that ublappy 
province. Who that contemplates Eu- 
ro pretending to acknow cége Christ 


' 
their | ord, could bx 1c Vi that ne had 
taught them, that God is love, and that 
} is gral d precept was to love our ene- 
mit When wi! that love possess our 
hearts, andthe pari « f the prayer ofle ed 
daily to our heave niy Father, be impress 
ed upon our minds 

But if the tre ch have suc: ceeded so 
far in Catalonia, it 1s not clear that their 
affairs are upon the whoe improved, 
Theyhave evacuated Bis. ay and As unas, 
and left Leon and Castille in a great 
depree open to the incursions of the 
5} aniards, trom the neighbouring prov- 
inces. ‘They have brought down their 
forces to the south, to drive back the 
combined armies into Por truGat, and 
Lord Wellington, unable to cope with 
so superior an army, has thou, ht it ex 
pedicnt to retreat toa considerable dis 
tance from Bacajoz. This town was 
besieged and expected to surrender . but 
it held out, notwithstanding two prac 
ticable breaches, and repelled two as- 
saults, with consid rable loss on the 
part of the besiegers. The relef of 
this place was of considerable importance 
to the Trench, and they seem to have 
sacrificed every thing to this measure. 
In consequence, a very larce army Was 
collecte d, and on tts advance, the com. 
bined army retreated behind the Guadj. 
ana, leaving the town of Badajoz to be 
reinforced, and its fortit cations to be 
repaired, and the French in full pos- 
session of that frontier. They have 
since had reconnoitring parties on the 
Portuguese side of the Guadiana, but 
there scems to be now no probal ility of 
a gericral action, as Lord Wellington 
will find it more advantageou. to :etire 
to his fortaitied heichts, and let the 
French if they pursue him, wear them- 
selves out in a country incapa.le of 
Supporting them 

It was supposed, that on Crossing the 
Guadiana, Lord Weilingtin had ».ade 
& great Mancu.re, y dispatch ng Gen- 
era. Klake, with the Spaniards under 
his command, to recross the river, get 
tito the rear of the enemy, and obtain 
Possession of ali their stores at Seville. 
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this means, the Frene ild have 
een Col ied tu d.wide thes orce, and 
+3) portunn mi! \ en eiten 
to Lard Well neto ri ~. Barit 
SCC how Ost pu ic, thatit wa; 
thouciet meXpearnut for the Spanrard 
to shut |! cives up with Lord Wel- 


lington in Portegal, and thus deprive 
their own country of the benefit of their 
assist.nce. Cadiz seems to be the point 
to which they would direct ‘heir march ; 
and, the Frencn camp has been weeks 
ened .y dratts to their army at Bada. 
joz, this measue may he of g eat om. 
portance. Ot th Cortez we hear htt 
there does nor seem to be that ener-y 
Init, which might have been expecta 
from the critic:] stite of the countre, 
Kut op in feels the wounds inflicted so 
deeply into it by its late government 
and church. 

War desolates the finest recions ip 
Europe. ‘The passions of men may ex- 
tend the evil, und we look wath fear 
and trevibling on a transaction, that 
has taken place on the Atl. ntc. ‘The 
Unit+p Srares of America speak 
the same lang. age with ourselycs— 
their parest stock is England. They 
hae hitherto preserved themsel es 
With great prudence trom the horrors, 
to which Europe has been exposed, 
though with many pit ations, and sub- 
ject to much inconvenience. Need 
there now for great wisdom and self 
torbear.mce in the cabinets cf Great 
Briain and America. A blow bas been 
struck, and blood has been shed y the 
sul ic ts ot the two powe S, armid with 
authorty Who gave the first blow ? 
Wh >is to decide this point, when the 
contending pa ties lay the thme cach 
on the ocher? ‘I'woar:. ed vessels mect 
upon the ocean, haileach the other, an¢, 
On the accustomed reply not being Ie- 
turned, a shot is fired, which biings on 
an engagement, in which our vessel is 
the greatest suffeer. ‘The Amencan 
vessel sailed to its own port, and ouf 
vessel to a nori:he:n colony. Boih cap- 
tains have sen: home a ce.ailed account 
of the transac'jon,and enough is Mani 
fest to exci.e ‘he shedding of more 

lood: Lut «lso, if ihe spirit ef those 
who are calied happy by our Lord, 
should preside in the councils of both 
nations, ‘he wound may be healed, and 
friendship preserved between two coun 
tries, who have the power to sender 
each the o;her so many essential Set 
vices. 

The demon of war would instantly 
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suggest the dishonour that must result 

va pu'tins up with such an imsalt, 
to afghe insult was not studied, il i 
iwinated from a mistake in the ships 
if it can be vepaired, and surely it may, 
wiihou! sending thousands upon ‘hou 
sands prematurely to the awtul ac- 
count, which they must render for 
the deeds done in their bodies, Why 
should the sword be drawn and the 
cabbard thrown aw iy? What are 
we fo siy to the polricians, to the 
fen of ‘his world ? Will it be suffic ent 
torenind ‘hem, that both nations pro- 
fess the Chris icn religon, both are 
apposed 0 preserve fo wiih a yvreater 
dezree of puri y ? We wll say ‘o them 
then, Ye are bre hren; do not wrong 
each other; listen to he veice of piu 
dence, of Clinistian eove. ant may the 
God of leve impress s rongly on your 
minds, that ye «ust beth be called to 
an accoun! for the blood shed in in un- 
righteous cause, and in a mghicous 
cause too, if it is pursued with viudic- 
tive malice, 

The SPANISH COLONIES caanct but 
continue in an agitaied state. ‘The 
government of Monte Video upbraids 
thet of Buenos Ayres with tratorous 
dspositions. The latter is increasing 
in streneth and power, and is not likely 
to yield to a doubtful authority. We 
have uncertiin accounts of Peru, thou eh 
there are gentleaien from that countiy 
here, supposed to be delegated with 
suflicient authority to establish com- 
mercial relations with us. How far 
the disturbaices in Mexico are appeas- 
ed, iS not known; but the Carracc's 
Scem to have gained their pont, and to 
‘and in no dread of any interruption in 
ther designs from their nother country. 

At ome, the situation of the :ove- 
reign excites melancholy reflection 
Little reason had weto expect, that at 
such a time of life and under such a 
disorder, a restoration to the roy | 
lunciions would be adviseable or prac- 
ticaole. But the council appointed for 
the ascertain ny of this point, held out 
‘lopes that the malady mmght abate. 
Scarcely, however, was their resolu: 
oa known, when the king suffered 
under gre iter paroxysms than any hi 
therto experienced, and the disorder 
ems to have returaed with extraordi- 
ary Violence, The issuing of the bul- 
ak had been suspended, was 
fod dna - and ilarms were entertained 
rks Dap of the royal suiferer. These, 

wever, gradually subsided ; but the 


x= 


necessary irroad on the constitution by 

uch am attack removed to a more dis- 
tnt day the EXP tation of final reco 
very. The situation of any one under 
this dreactul disorder is known to re- 
quire the urmo-t care, ind the return 
to santv 1s likely to. be retarded bv the 
most trfl.az inc dents. How difftcule 
then must it nor be to exchance a state 
of res raint for one where the patient is 
to be addressed as a king, and to recarn 
to the cares and splendour of rovaity. 

The state of ihe k nes health pre 
verted the festival intended to be given 
by the Paincr Recevt on hs birth 
dy. butas ¢ seemed «fterwa ds to be 
iuproving, it (ook place before this last 
fat.1 relapse. It was a most spleadid 
entertumment, and Carleton House was 
decorated with every thing which wealth 
and tus.e could supp! , and the com. 
pany, as maght oe expected, consisted 
of oll that is grea’ and noble in this 
kingdam She order which prevailed 
in ¢ ery part, both in the admiss on 
and providing for so litge a compony, 

ade this a very d stinguished night in 
the ainals of greatness; ni it isto be 
laincnted thit similour arrangements had 
not been ciade tor the following days. 
The went of this turned the good jn- 
tentions of the prince into a source of 
bitterness to many individaals; for he 
very hindly ordered that the public 
should be admitred to a sight of the 
apartment-, and the tickets being chiefly 
confined to the higher orders, it might 
have been expected th t they could 
have Visited the palace withour confu- 
sion. So disordeily an assemblage, has 
been, however, seldomscen, and miny 
persons were seriously injured in this 
fashiona’ le (nob. 

At CAMBRIDGE, a festival of longer 
duration took place in honour of the 
new chencellor, and we may add, that 
as he deserved everv token of respect, 
the Unversity manifested their sense 
of his merits in every way that the si- 
tuation of the place, with the assistance 
of learning and taste, admitted A 
very Numerous Company Was assem- 
bled Te preachers on the Sunday 
were not fortunate in the choice of their 
topics, as on all accounts every thing 
polemical might on such an occasion 
have been avoided. Great appgobation 
was bestowed on Bishop Tomlin’s book 
against the Calvinists, in which it 
seems to hive.escaped both the author 
and the preachers, that a very great 
majority of the Methodists are Armi- 
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Correspondence. 


t Cais listS, an ! if tire land, and i ewing t} eC pr priet 
pre 1 his point, that the present state of things, ‘oft 
ther Lutheran money pric nd a paper | 
we cannot allow to oppositicn in general cp; 
ral, since it ugrees which was taken up by the } rs: 
' opnions of the Su- and Earl Stanhope treated its opponents 
! of any in a Very rough manner line ; pete 
olf from itself the sons liot'eniots, who tho 

‘ to the author.ty oF ¢ rv in the inte rse of [if ‘| 
andthe allowance bill, notwithstanding the strenuous ; p- 
‘ — 1de o! contro. p sition made to it, | ed bot! hou eS 
: and we hope the wiih Very reat mayjori S in if favour : 
' nt when Christians but Sire SamutL. RoMILLyY was in the 
! ives by patty minority, and his arguments ate unan. 

ly wll be asham weradle, The bill is t nf 

ee a hman, who or iy till next Mare before thar 
fricc.d for Lfference time, probably, str i isures will 
be necessary to the paper, 
LAI r } ave ! l l ne wh Uy W er,? : if 
bites On our present paper Course of such a curr . Earl Stan 
h lose in great measure hope, not content with th'e bill, has 
t est, from the litde novelty suggested another no fur debate 
t ld be expected afterthe volumes in the next sessions, by which the 


weitten and specchesspoken onthe Bul- whole property of the kingdom will he 
lion Report. EARLSTANMOPEDrought at the mercy of the Bank, and its pro- 
in a till to makea bank note of one fits must be immense. The sight ofa 
pound to go tor twenty shillings; and bank note is sufficient to shew, that the 
he urged the necessity of it from LorbD system must come to an end; and tll 
KiNG having called upon histenants for the promise becomes .a binding one on 
payment in gold accord ng to their the party issuing Its paper, it must be 
levses, ol 1) paper a cording to its pre- su! ject to continued depreciatn n. The 
sent depreciated value. Lord King jus- Parliament was prorogued by commis- 
tified this measure in a very manly and sion, and the speech from the Prince 
arguimentative speech, stating that he Regent expressed his approl ation otf 
acted intircly within the law of the its proceedings ! 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
ne 

Although we have put a considerable portion of this month’s matter in 
letter, we are again obliced to defer the conclusion of the Documents on th Tol- 
eration Act and the Reflections thercupon, with several other articles intended for 
insertion. Our correspondents will not, we trust, conclude that their communi 
tions are neglected because they are not immediately introduced into our work, 

We cannot engage to give place to Advertisments, unless they be received by 
pne 25th of the month. 





*.* There having been of late a considerable demand for Vols. l 
and II of The Monthly Repository, of which several numbers are 
out of print, the Editor 1s induced to inform the public that if pete 
sons destrous of possessing those volumes will give in their names as 
subscribers to a Second Edition of them, aé 18s. a volume in shetty 
sufficient in number to rad mnify him in the expence of reprinting the 
scarce numbers, he will immediately put them {to (press, and thus 
enable the readers of the Monthly Repository to complete therr sets 

Subscribers’ names will be received iy the Editor, at the publishers, 
Messrs. Sherwood, Neely and Jones, Paternoster-Row, and by 9 
Publishers themselves, and also by D. Eaton, 187 High Holborn. 

N. Lb. Of the Publishers may be had, price Is. 6d. each, the Nos. 
of Vols. 1. and Il. not cut of print; and Vols. Ul. 1V. and Y. # 
Ml. each, in boards, , 








